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Global Citizenship

It is a way of living that recognizes our world is an 
increasingly complex web of connections and 

interdependencies. One in which our choices and 
actions may have repercussions for people and 

communities locally, nationally or internationally.



A Global Citizen

Is aware of the wider world and has a 
sense of their own role as a world citizen

Respects and values diversity

Has an understanding of how the world 
works

Participates in the community at 
a range of levels, from the local 
to the global

Is willing to act to make the world 
a more equitable and sustainable 
place



To be effective Global Citizens, young people need to be flexible, creative and 
proactive. They need to be able to solve problems, make decisions, think critically, 

communicate ideas effectively and work well within teams and groups.
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"Education must be not only a transmission of 
culture but also a provider of alternative views of the 
world and a strengthener of skills to explore them"

Jerome S Bruner

Why is global citizenship education needed?



Why does it matter?

“Young people are entitled to an 
education that equips them with the 
knowledge, skills and values they need 
in order to embrace the opportunities and 
challenges they encounter, and to create 
the kind of world that they want to live 
in. An education that supports their 
development as Global Citizens.”

http://www.ideas-forum.org.uk/about-us/global-citizenship



What does global citizenship look like
in the classroom? 



Global Citizenship
Education

Structured
discussion and 

debate

Role-Play Ranking 
exercises

Diversity of Identities
and Cultures Critical

Thinking

Opportunities
to express
own values

and opinions



What does GCE look like in 
the classroom?
• GLOCAL topics
• Relating personally to topics
• Essential Questions
• Bringing the world to the classroom



• What cultural content does the book contain 
(target/local/global)? How is this presented?

• Does the book have an international ‘feel’ 
and ‘look’ or does it focus on a particular 
context?

• Does it address real world issues or is it 
contrived trivial and/or stereotyped?

Luke Prodromou (1988:79)



When students enter the classroom:
'. . . they leave their three-dimensional humanity 

outside and enter the plastic world of EFL 
textbooks where life is safe and innocent and 
does not say or do anything. Most textbooks 
present an anglo-centric, male dominated, 
middle class utopia (Luke Prodromou, ELT 
Journal 1988:79)'.

Luke Prodromou (1988:79)



Chris Lima
The closer to it [real life] students would get in 
the classroom would be a role play of a tourist in 
a restaurant or going shopping in an English-
speaking country. How real it is for the 
majority of language learners in our times 
around the world is something highly 
debatable, to say the least (Chris Lima 
ibid:11)'.



Rather than teaching ‘stand 
alone’ lessons, we can 
explicitly link the equal 

opportunity and diversity 
content to our language aims: 
developing learners’ English 
while simultaneously raising 

their awareness of global 
issues.



In such a world, tangible skills such as language 
proficiency are obviously critical to success. But 
language skills are just part of the equation. To be 
productive global citizens, students need other skills 
that are less tangible, including greater sensitivity to 
cultural differences, openness to new and different 
ideas, and the ability to adapt to change.



Characteristics about
oneself that are visible to

other members of our
society without needing

exporation:
physical appearance,

religion, language
Characteristics

about oneself that
are not visible:

beliefs,
thoughts,

values, attitudes.Culture, similar to an 
iceberg, represents 
external and internal 
dimensions.



Practical Ideas and 
Activities to Develop GC



Photographs provide a fantastic 
and engaging way to inspire 

your students to consider the 
experiences of others. 

They can be used as a starter 
activity to encourage deeper 

thinking on a global topic.





Images also make an excellent stimulus for a 
Philosophy for Children (P4C) style enquiry; give 

students time to look at and discuss a selection of the 
photographs, and then let them state a ‘wonder’ (using 

the talk frame ‘I wonder…’) they have to do with the 
image. These ‘wonders’ can then be turned into 

brilliant questions for a philosophical enquiry.







Glocal Topics













Caring for the
planet





Inspire

What can Ido 
for the
planet?





















We can always bring the
world to the classroom.







Values



Use books to develop Global Citizenship



Stories from different parts of 
the world
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