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“The illiterate of the 21st century will not be 
those who cannot read or write, but those 

who cannot learn, unlearn and relearn.”

~ Alvin Toffler



Question for you!

What is information literacy?

Write any words, phrases, or 
sentences into the chat box.

“Questions” via Pixabay by jambulboy
is licensed CC0 Creative Commons

https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/


Definition of Information Literacy

The American Library Association defines "information 
literacy" as a set of abilities requiring individuals to 
"recognize when information is needed and have the 
ability to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the 
needed information.
Presidential Committee on Information Literacy. Final Report. (1989). Chicago: American Library 
Association. http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/publications/whitepapers/presidential.cfm

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/publications/whitepapers/presidential.cfm


Why is information literacy important?

“21st century students need to acquire the skills to 
appropriately access, evaluate, use, manage, and add to 
the wealth of information and media they now have at 
their thumbs and fingertips.”
(Trilling & Fadel, 2009, p. 64)



Question for you!

Why is information literacy 
important for English 
teachers?

Write any words, phrases, or 
sentences into the chat box.

“Questions” via Pixabay by jambulboy
is licensed CC0 Creative Commons

https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/


Why is it important for English teachers?

Majority of 
information on 
the Internet is 

in English

Source: w3techs.com



Question for you!

What are information literacy 
skills? 

Write any words, phrases, or 
sentences into the chat box.

“Questions” via Pixabay by jambulboy
is licensed CC0 Creative Commons

https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/


What are information literacy skills?

Access and evaluate information
• Access information efficiently (time) and effectively (sources)
• Evaluate information critically and competently
Use and manage information
• Use information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at 

hand
• Manage the flow of information from a wide variety or sources
• Apply a fundamental understanding of the ethical/legal issues 

surrounding the access and use of information
(Trilling & Fadel, 2009, p. 67)
Source: Partnership for 21st Century Learning (P21)



The Seven Pillars of Information Literacy 
(SCONUL, 2011)
1. Recognize the need for information
2. Distinguish ways in which the lack of information 

can be addressed
3. Build strategies to locate the information
4. Locate and access the information
5. Compare and evaluate the information obtained 

from several sources
6. Order, apply and communicate information to 

others in an adequate fashion
7. Synthesize and add to the existing information, 

contributing to the creation of new knowledge
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Communication in the 21st

century requires skills to 
interpret information.



Communication in the 21st

century requires skills to 
interpret  information.
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Information we take in

80–90% visual (Jensen, 2008)





We read non-text
60,000
times

faster than text



The cassowary is an amazing animal. It is big 
and strong and can live to be 60 years old. It 
lives in the rainforests in Papua New Guinea 
and Australia. The cassowary can run really 
fast, but it can’t fly. It can make loud noises, but 
it can’t sing. Watch out! An angry cassowary 
can kick really hard!

The ostrich is an amazing animal, too. It is 
very big and strong and can live to be 50 years 
old. It lives in the Savanna and Sahel areas in 
Africa. Like the cassowary, the ostrich can run 
really fast, but it can’t fly. It can also go without 
water for a long time. And yes, it can kick really 
hard too!
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From Our World published by National Geographic Learning



Tip #1: 
Expose children to all types of information 

graphics and graphic organizers



Critical Literacy

“It is no longer enough simply to read and write. 
Students must also become literate in the 
understanding of visual images. Our children must learn 
how to spot a stereotype, isolate a social cliché, and 
distinguish facts from propaganda, analysis from banter, 
and important news from coverage.”
~ Ernest Boyer, past president, Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching



Time to share!

What are some activities you 
already do that focus on 
information literacy skills?

Write any words, phrases, or 
sentences into the chat box.

“Speech bubble” via Pixabay by caffeinesystem
is licensed CC0 Creative Commons

https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/


Information Literacy Activities

• Visual Thinking Strategies
• Images in Advertising – Ad Detective Activity
• Identifying Stereotypes – Gender Bias
• Map of the world – Bias in mapmaking
• 5 Ws of a Newspaper Article
• Activities to determine fact vs opinion
• News Literacy – Evaluating information sources
• How to detect Fake News



Visual Thinking Strategies

"Visual Thinking Strategies" is an inquiry-based teaching method 
created by cognitive psychologist Abigail House and museum educator 
Philip Yenawine. 

Visual Literacy Questions:

• What's going on in this image?

• What do you see that makes you say that?

• What more can you find?



VISUAL LITERACY 
INQUIRY

• What am I looking at?
• Where is it?
• Who is in it?
• What is happening?
• How does the image 

make me feel?
• What does this image 

mean to me?
• What is the story 

behind this image?



From Our World published by National Geographic Learning

VISUAL LITERACY 
INQUIRY

• What do you see in 
the photo?

• Who are the people 
in the boats?

• What are they 
doing?

• Can I find this in my 
country?

• Do we have 
something similar?

• Where do we buy 
fresh food?



Images in 
Advertising

1. Group pressure: 
An ad shows lots of young 
people, each with their 
own mobile phone. 
Message: Everyone has a 
mobile phone. You need 
one, too!



Images in 
Advertising

2. Association: 
Everyone looks happy and 
healthy in the ad. They’re 
cool and beautiful, too. 
Message: If you buy the 
product, you will be happy 
and cool like these people.



• Who is responsible for the ad?
• Who is the advertiser selling the 

product to?
• Do you want to buy the product? 

Why?
• What techniques does the ad use?
• Does it use group pressure? 

Association? Testimonial? A 
celebrity? An attractive person? 
Time pressure?

• What does the ad say or suggest 
about the product?

Students think
critically about…





Ad
Strategies

Source: Brain Pop
https://www.brainpop.com/english/studyandreadings
kills/medialiteracy/activity/?tab=advanced#=standard



Identifying Stereotypes – Gender Bias



Identifying Stereotypes – Gender Bias



Identifying Stereotypes – Gender Bias



Identifying Stereotypes – Gender Bias



Identifying Stereotypes – Gender Bias



Identifying Stereotypes – Gender Bias



Identifying Stereotypes – Gender Bias



Identifying Stereotypes – Gender Bias

Impact Foundation and level 4 and Our World level 4



Map Activity:
Identifying Bias



Pose a problem

Africa and Greenland look like the same size.



Source: mapfight.appspot.com



Why is the Google map incorrect?

Why do Africa and Greenland look like the same size?



Map of the World – Bias in mapmaking



Tip #2:
Enhance critical thinking skills

to interpret visual information



5 Ws of a
Newspaper Article

Source: 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Prod
uct/The-5Ws-of-a-Newspaper-Article-
Student-Activity-Handout-Classroom-
Posters-1092553



Evaluating
information:
fact vs. opinion



Tip #3:
Enhance critical thinking skills to

analyze and interpret information



Evaluating information sources

• Who is the author of the information?

• What do we know about the author or organization? Is that person an 
expert? Is that organization respected by others?

• Why was this information written? Is the author trying to persuade 
you to buy something?

• Does the information present fact or opinion?

• Is the information recent? When was it published?
Source: http://www.readingrockets.org/article/developing-research-and-information-literacy





How to Detect Fake News

Source: https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/ngk-sneak-peek/april-2017/fake-news/



How to Detect Fake News

Source: https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/ngk-sneak-peek/april-2017/fake-news/



Project Look Sharp

Source: Project Look Sharp
https://www.projectlooksharp.org/



Which one is Fake News?



Source:
https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/11174



Which one is Fake News?



Source:
https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/11174



How to Spot Fake News – FactCheck.org

Source: 
www.commonsense.org



Tip #4:
Enhance critical thinking skills

to evaluate validity of information



Learning how 
to question



Tip #5:
Enhance your own

information literacy skills



Alec Couros, University of Regina

Teachers need information literacy skills too!



Alec Couros, University of Regina



Join my 
TEYL 

Facebook 
group!

www.facebook.com/groups/TEYLjks/



THANK YOU

facebook.com/joankangshin
sites.google.com/site/shinjinshil
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