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1 “How many languages do you speak?”

2 “Why are some languages spoken more than 

others?”

3 “Which languages are spoken in your country?”

4 “Why are some language disappearing? How can 

languages be saved?”

5 “Which is your favourite word in English? Why?”

6 “Is it a good thing to have a one global language?”
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Building rapport

“Hi [name], how are you?

“How was your weekend [name]?”

“Are you feeling better today?”

“How did your match go [name]? Did you win?”

“So? Tell me about your interview?”

“I really enjoyed reading your blog! I didn’t know you took 

photographs.”

“That’s a real interesting hobby. Why don’t you give a short 

presentation about it at the next lesson?”



Lead-in activities

“Look at these pictures of different sports. Which do you play? 

Which do you like watching?”

“The topic of today’s lesson is technology so, working in pairs, 

write down the different types of technology you use everyday.”

“Write down three important years in your life. Then tell your 

partner the years. Can they guess why the years are important?”



Memorizing new language



“When you personalize language 
you use it to talk about your knowledge, 

experience and feelings.” Thornbury





Teacher: Have you ever been to 
Paris? 
Student: Yes, I have.
Teacher: Oh really? When did you go 
there?
Student: Last year. 
Teacher: Who did you go with?
Student: A friend.
Teacher: What did you do?
Student: Err…



Personal Impersonal



‘Finding out about others’ activities



‘Making connections activities’

Work in pairs. Tell each other about your weekend 
and try to find things that you both did. 

For example:
- have a meal with the rest of your family
- watch the same TV program
- stay in bed until the same time of day
- meet up with friends and go out somewhere
- do some exercise

Afterwards, report back to the class and say which 
things you both did.



‘Show and tell’

Video of Russian speaker presenting her 
dress in Life Video Elementary Unit 6 Part 1
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Life Second Edition Pre-Intermediate Unit 11







Personalization is also about…

• increasing your own personal KNOWLEDGE

• having FEELINGS and opinions about a topic

• relating a topic to your own EXPERIENCE 
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Personalization
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