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American Stories

”Railroad iron is a magician’s wand,
in its power to evoke the sleeping
energies of land and water.”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

NAT I ON A L G EO G R A PH IC LE ARNING

Empathy and Empowerment
With currency and relevance at the forefront, U.S. History American Stories, National Geographic Learning’s middle
school U.S. history program, invites students to connect to history through the stories of individuals and their
contributions to the historical record and understand history as a meaningful exploration of identity.

History is contextualized and presented with a global perspective.
A comparative timeline at the beginning of each unit places events in U.S. history alongside events in world
history. American Places features show historical landmarks as they exist today.
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Should be unit level.
Also, I can’t get into the 1789 World
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Inspired by Enlightenment thinkers,
North Bridge is more than just a quaint path over the Concord River
the French people attack the
Bastille, a
Massachusetts. Located in Minute Man National Historical Park,
prison in Paris, and start ainrevolution.
it’s a solemn place—American hallowed ground. It is also the site
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3 4 North Bridge
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HISTORICAL THINKING:
DETERMINE CHRONOLOGY

1776
The Declaration of Independence, which announces
the formation of the United States of America and
its independence from Britain, is adopted on July 4.
(the original Declaration of Independence)

What world events occurred at the
same time as events leading to the
formation of the United States?

of New York’s Federal Hall
celebrates the site of
Washington’s
inauguration.)

1787–1788
Delegates at the
Constitutional Convention
draft, sign, and ratify the U.S.
Constitution, which becomes
the supreme law of the land.

1775
After a shot is fired in
Lexington, Massachusetts,
the American Revolution
begins.

1773
Colonists board three ships in
Boston Harbor and throw 342
boxes of tea overboard to protest
the Tea Act. The protest comes to
be known as the Boston Tea Party.

1765
The Stamp Act
is imposed,
requiring American
colonists to pay a tax on
nearly every piece of paper
they use. (colonial teapot

on April 19, 1775. The original “battle bridge” that existed when
the war broke out has long since been replaced, but the
symbolism of this historical landscape remains.
Based on what you see here, how might the
DSN: Please check position
of standgeography of this place have impacted
dard--Standard changed to
CST 1, per
colonial and British soldiers?

Done MR

1791
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The Bill of Rights,
guaranteeing
individual rights,
is added to the
U.S. Constitution.

1790

1783
The United States defeats
Britain, and the American
Revolution ends when
representatives from both
sides sign the Treaty of Paris.

1791 AmeRICAs
In the French colony of Saint-Domingue
on the Caribbean island of Hispaniola,
slaves rebel against French authority.

1770

protesting the Stamp Act)

1789
George Washington
becomes the first
president of the United
States. (Statue on the steps

1800

1760
1765 AsiA
China invades Burma
and begins a war
with that country.

THE

COMMON GROUND
WORLD

1770 oceAniA
The Iroquois Confederacy
lasted through the
British captain James
Cook explores
the east from present1780s, and at its height,
reached
coast of Australia and
the region and
for Great
day Maine to Northclaims
Carolina
from the Atlantic
Britain. (replica of James
Cook’s ship, the
Endeavour)
Ocean to the Mississippi
River.
It is possible
many of our current U.S. government practices
were influenced by those of the League. They
include the use of discussion and debate before
passing laws, removing leaders who were deemed
ineffective, and making leaders accountable to the
people. The Iroquois League also distinguished
between its military and its civilians, as the United
States does today.

1763 AmericAs

France is defeated in the French
and Indian War and surrenders
most of its North American
colonies to Britain and Spain.
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1780

1779 AFRICA
Luanda, a city on
Africa’s Atlantic coast,
becomes the leading
port in the African
slave trade.

Indian Nations have1789
always
eUROPe
Inspired by Enlightenment thinkers, the French people
attack the Bastille, a prison in Paris, and start a
revolution. (Storming of the Bastille by Jean-Pierre Houël)

been considered as distinct,
independent political

A New Nation 167
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original natural rights, as
Comparative Timeline, Student Edition, pp 166–167

It’s not difficult to form connections between
the tribes that united to form Native American
confederacies and the colonies that came
together to form the United States. Even the states
that came together to form the Union and the
Confederacy can be compared in a significant
way to the formation of Native American nations:
they saw strength in unity. Clearly the influence
of Native American nations is evident in the
government and social structure of the presentCOMMON GROUND
day United States.
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communities, retaining their
0200-0201_SE_11355_U0305AP.indd 200
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the undisputed possessors
of the soil. The very term
“nation” so generally

Armed with empathy for the world’s
peoples
and their cultures, students are empowered to experience their
applied to
them, means “a
people distinct from others.”
unique place in history and apply their own strengths as global citizens.
—Chief Justice John Marshall, 1832

The Iroquois Confederacy lasted through the
1780s, and at its height, reached from presentday Maine to North Carolina and from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Mississippi River. It is possible
many of our current U.S. government practices
were influenced by those of the League. They
include the use of discussion and debate before
passing laws, removing leaders who were deemed
ineffective, and making leaders accountable to the
people. The Iroquois League also distinguished
between its military and its civilians, as the United
States does today.

Indian Nations have always
been considered as distinct,

A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE We may be an ocean apart, but
the people of the United States and France are similar
in many ways. When a protest march was cancelled in
Paris’s Place de la Republique in 2015 due to concerns
about terrorism, protestors placed thousands of pairs of
shoes in the square as a silent yet effective expression
of their protest and presence. How does this public
protest compare to the Boston Tea Party?

independent political
communities, retaining their
original natural rights, as
the undisputed possessors
of the soil. The very term

It’s not difficult to form connections between
“nation” so generally
the tribes that united to form Native American
applied to them, means “a
confederacies and the colonies that came
together to form the United States. Even the states
people distinct from others.”
that came together to form the Union and the
Confederacy can be compared in a significant
—Chief Justice John Marshall, 1832
way to the formation of Native American nations:
they saw strength in unity. Clearly the influence
of Native American nations isNational
evident
in the photographer William Albert Allard
Geographic
captured
moment as dancers check their makeup at
government and social structure
of this
thequiet
presenta powwow on the Rocky Boy Indian Reservation in Montana.
day United States.

A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE We may be an ocean apart, but
the people of the United States and France are similar
in many ways. When a protest march was cancelled in
Paris’s Place de la Republique in 2015 due to concerns
about terrorism, protestors placed thousands of pairs of
shoes in the square as a silent yet effective expression
of their protest and presence. How does this public
protest compare to the Boston Tea Party?
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From “Native American Confederacies and Nations,” Student Edition, pp. 272–279
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Middle School U.S. History
Art and artifacts bring history to life.
CURATING HISTORY

Spinning Wheel

2 ·12 The Henry Ford Museum
Dearborn, Michigan
One of the world’s wealthiest and most influential
innovators, Henry Ford grew up on a farm and
never lost his ties to rural life. He became a
collector of objects from ordinary people and
examples of industrial progress and opened a
museum in 1929 to share them with the public.
The Henry Ford Museum’s mission

Spinning fibers into yarn that was then woven
into cloth was an important task in many
households in the 1600s and 1700s. Young or
unmarried women often became experts at this
tedious and physically tiring task. This large
spinning wheel would have required its spinner
to alternate between spinning fibers into yarn
and winding the yarn onto the spindle.

is to provide unique educational experiences
based on authentic objects, stories, and lives that
represent America’s ingenuity, resourcefulness,
and innovation. Its impressive collection of
American artifacts includes many items related to
the cotton industry. How do the artifacts below
reflect the cotton production process?

CRITICAL VIEWING Today’s combine harvesters definitely
Cotton Blossom
look different from Deere’s original plow. These
machines
Cotton grows on shrubs in 17 states across
the southern
half of the country. Cotton
accomplish all the harvesting tasks: they thresh,
separate,
One bale of cotton can
plants first produce blossoms, which
make
1,217grain.
men’s T-shirts
change
from white to pink and fall off after
clean, and collect
the
What effect do you
think
or 313,600 $100 bills.
a few days.In their place grow small green
pods called bolls. Cotton seeds and their
these machines have on farm life and food production?

Curating History invites students
to engage with museums and
learn about history through art and
artifacts.

Fluffy raw wool or cotton fibers were spun
into fine yarn used to make clothing.

attached hairs develop within the bolls,
which swell and grow. When the boll is ripe,
it bursts into the white, fluffy balls shown
here. The seed hair has turned into the
fibers used to make cloth and thread.

“Ford’s perspective on history
was informed by a strong belief in

STEAMBOATS AND TELEGRAPHS

Innovations changed life on
thepower
farm asofwell.
Cyrus by doing.”
the
learning
Hall McCormick’s horse-drawn mechanical
reaper
—Marc Greuther, Chief
Curator,
New technologies also changed shipping,
The Henry Ford Museum
quickly cut, or reaped, stalks of wheat from
communication, and agriculture. Robert
Once the cotton gin made
cotton easier to process,
the field and gathered them up for processing.
Fulton’s steamboats , or boats outfitted with
cotton became the primary
crop in the American South.
would advertising
Farmers who used this new machineWhy
no
longer
steam boiler engines to power their paddle wheels,
thread have been so
common during the 1800s?
had to harvest wheat by hand. The reaper helped
revolutionized river travel and made shipping
increase wheat production throughout the Great
quicker. Better and
faster transportation meant
Cotton Gin
Invented by Eli Whitney in 1793, the cotton gin
Plains. It changed not only American farming
better and fastermachine
communication.
But even the
revolutionized the process of cleaning
seeds out of cotton. Whitney was visiting a
Cotton Thread Trade Cards
but also many of the world’s farming methods.
friend in not
the South
when he heard
how
swiftest ship could
carry
a about
message
across
Without cotton, there is no thread, and
farmers struggled to efficiently process
without thread, there is no clothing! The
their cotton crops. He quickly solved
McCormick’s reaper was so successful that
cotton industry remained strong throughout
miles in a mattertheir
of
minutes.
problem
with a device that pulled
American history, as demonstrated by
the cotton through a set of wire teeth
these trade cards for “spool cotton” or
he opened a factory in Chicago to produce
mounted on a spinning cylinder. The
thread, which date to the late 1800s.
cotton fibers could fit through narrow slots
Advertisers appealed to customers with
Samuel F. B. Morse’s
telegraph
sent
messages
in the machine, but the seeds couldn’t.
his machines, advancing both rural farming
colorful ads promoting consumer goods
such as thread.
over electrical wires using a series of long and
technology and urban manufacturing techniques.
short pulses known as Morse code. An operator
3 4 4 CHAPTER 10
Expansion and Growth 3 4 5
in one location tapped out a message on a device
called a key. The message moved through wires to
a machine
that printed
it out
as dots and
dashes
Curating
History,
Student
Edition,
pp. 344–345HISTORICAL THINKING
punched onto a strip of paper. Another operator
1. READING CHECK What was significant about
then transcribed the code into words. The first
manufacturing with interchangeable parts?
telegraph message was transmitted on May 24,
2. DRAW CONCLUSIONS How did McCormick’s
1844. Soon, telegraph wires stretched throughout
mechanical reaper contribute to agricultural and
the nation, and operators could interpret
urban growth?
the code in real time. Widespread use of the
3.
MAKE CONNECTIONS McCormick’s reaper
telegraph for personal, business, and government
connected both rural and urban innovation.
communication continued for more than 100 years.
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Students examine human impact both locally and globally.
How might another invention described in the
text connect the country and the city?

Expansion and Growth 3 3 9
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CRITICAL VIEWING Today’s combine harvesters definitely
look different from Deere’s original plow. These machines
accomplish all the harvesting tasks: they thresh, separate,
clean, and collect the grain. What effect do you think
these machines have on farm life and food production?

From “Innovations
Inventions,” Student Edition,
p. changed
339 life on the farm as well. Cyrus
Innovations
STEAMBOATS
ANDand
TELEGRAPHS
New technologies also changed shipping,
communication, and agriculture. Robert
Fulton’s steamboats , or boats outfitted with
steam boiler engines to power their paddle wheels,
revolutionized
river travel and made shipping
AMERICAN
STORIES
quicker.
Better and faster transportation meant
better and faster communication. But even the
swiftest ship could not carry a message across
miles in a matter of minutes.

Look through a window into bygone times.

Samuel F. B. Morse’s telegraph sent messages
over electrical wires using a series of long and
short pulses known as Morse code. An operator
in one location tapped out a message on a device
called a key. The message moved through wires to
a machine that printed it out as dots and dashes
punched onto a strip of paper. Another operator
LEWIS
then
transcribed the code into words. The first
AND CLARK’S
JOURNALS
telegraph
message was transmitted on May 24,
Among the treasures to emerge
1844.
telegraph wires stretched throughout
from theSoon,
Corps of Discovery
were the journals of Lewis and
In them, the men
described
theinClark.
nation,
and
operators could interpret
detail the geography of the West
as well as the people, plants, and
theanimals
code
in real
Widespread use of the
they encountered.
They time.
also
narrated a thrilling tale of exploration
and
adventure.
Some
have
described
telegraph
for personal, business, and government
the journals as “our national poem.”
How
do
you
think
Americans
living
communication
continued for more than 100 years.
in the eastern United States got their
information about the West before
Lewis and Clark?
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—from the Journals of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, entry by Meriwether Lewis,
1803–1806

While it’s uncertain exactly how Lewis and Clark
assembled their field journals, it’s likely that the men first
made quick notes in portable notebooks they carried
with them, including simple maps and sketches. When
they returned to camp, they probably combined their
notes and rewrote them into the more clear and detailed
pages you see here.

HISTORICAL THINKING

1. READING CHECK What was significant about
manufacturing with interchangeable parts?
2. DRAW CONCLUSIONS How did McCormick’s
mechanical reaper contribute to agricultural and
urban growth?
3. MAKE CONNECTIONS McCormick’s reaper
connected both rural and urban innovation.
How might another invention described in the
text connect the country and the city?
The Jefferson Years 313

American Stories, Student Edition, pp. 312–313
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Hall McCormick’s horse-drawn mechanical reaper
quickly cut, or reaped, stalks of wheat from
the field and gathered them up for processing.
Farmers who used this new machine no longer
had to harvest wheat by hand. The reaper helped
AMERICAN PLACES
DSN:
Please
fix overset
Primary Source
DSN: Please
add
the CA
icon & infollowPRIMARY SOURCE
attribution
ing standard
to thisline.--MC
spread: 11/02
1·4 Broadway, New York City
increase wheat production throughout
the Great
The Indian woman recognizes the
--MC 9/22
New York’s theater district revolves around a
nestled between large ones under the
Plains. It changed not only
American
farming
country and assures us that this is
Done MW 9.22
street you’ve probably heard of—Broadway.
glow of colorful signs advertising the latest
the river on which her relations [the
Some 40 theaters make up this famous
productions. Countless actors have launched
but also many of the world’s
farming
district, including the Majestic, the Gershwin,
their careers in Broadway shows like Cats,
Shoshone]
live, and that themethods.
three forks
and the Richard Rodgers Theatre, where
The Phantom of the Opera, Mamma Mia!,
are at no great distance. This piece of
Hamilton: An American Musical (shown
and The Lion King, because if you’ve made
McCormick’s reaper was information
so successful
has cheered the spiritsthat
of
below) made its Broadway debut in 2015.
it to Broadway, you’ve made it big. How is
the party who now begin to console
Since the early 1900s, small theaters have
theater a part of American culture?
he opened a factory in Chicago
produce
themselves with to
the anticipation
of
shortly seeing the head of the Missouri
his machines, advancing yet
both
farming
unknownrural
to the civilized
world.
technology and urban manufacturing techniques.

“My name is Alexander Hamilton

CRITICAL VIEWING Tony Award-winning Hamilton is likely

And there’s a million things I haven’t done

the most unique Broadway production in decades. The
hip-hop musical tells the story of Founding Father Alexander
Hamilton, who authored several of the Federalist Papers.
Actor Lin-Manuel Miranda (center) played Hamilton on
Broadway to sold-out crowds and critical acclaim. Based
on the photo, how do you think Hamilton connects a modern
audience to American history?

But just you wait

Just you wait.”
—lyrics from the song “Alexander Hamilton”
by Lin-Manuel Miranda

Growing Pains in the New Republic 2 9 3
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Immersive, Inclusive, and Intentional
National Geographic U.S. History American Stories reaches students from a variety of perspectives.

A Celebration of Diversity
GEOGRAPHIC
UNKNOWN
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THE MISSOURI RIVER AND THE MARIAS RIVER
page (it’s for entire story):

HI 3 Students explain the sources

In June 1805, Lewis
and Clark
were
of historical
continuity
and sailing
how the up the
The American flag is one
of ideas
and events
explains
Missouri River incombination
present-day
Montana
when
they
the emergence of new patterns.
of the most recognizable
came to another river. One river flowed from the
--MC
08/23
national symbols. For many
north, and the other flowed from the south. Which
one was the main
stem
the Missouri River?
Done
MW of
8.24
of us, seeing it at just the
Which one should they continue to follow?
right moment or in just the
right setting sends shivers
down our spines, raises
goosebumps on our arms,
or brings tears to our eyes.
THE NORTHWEST PASSAGE

OUR

Most members of Lewis and Clark’s expedition wanted
to follow the river that flowed from the north. Lewis
and Clark were not so sure. They split up, with Clark
scouting the river to the south and Lewis scouting
the river to the north. They returned from their quick
explorations and agreed—the south branch was the
Missouri River and the one they should continue
to follow upstream. Lewis named the river to the
north the Marias River, after his cousin Maria.

An Exploration of Geography

AMERICAN

Jefferson had hoped Lewis and Clark would find a
Northwest Passage, a water route that would connect
the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean and the

IDENTIT Y

Why does a simple piece of cloth have the power
riches of Asia. The country that found such a route
to provoke such
a physical reaction in so many
GEOGRAPHY
IN HISTORY
first
people? The answer may be simple: identity.
Forwould control it. When the explorers arrived at
many, being an American is part of our identity,
the origin of the Missouri River in August 1805, they
and the flag may be a symbol of that part of us. It
expected to have a short portage to the Columbia
reminds us that being part of a country influences
River, which would carry them to the Pacific.
who we are as individuals.

2·2 the discoveries of
Lewis and clark

MAIN IDEA Lewis
and Clark’s
expedition
cleared
up some
The Stars
and Stripes
solemnly
drapes
the of the geographic

unknowns of the new, expansive lands that President Jefferson bought from France.
caskets of fallen heroes returning from battle,
sheltering them with the gratitude of their country
as they are laid to rest. The flag waves proudly at
Their journey also resulted in the discovery
A Scientific
expedition
sporting
events, representative of the strength and
of plants and animals never seen before by
As you have read,
Meriwether the
Lewis
and William
perseverance
United
States was built upon and
When Lewis and
Clark
embarked
European-Americans.
Lewis
and Clark
recorded on their expedition,
Clark’s Corps ofthe
Discovery
traveled
almost
country’s
passion
for sports and competition.
more
than 120 new animal species, including
8,000 miles from
St. Louis,
to flag
the is often worn
Clothing
thatMissouri,
bears the
tothey
makeknew about bison. However, they had no idea
mule deer and coyote. They described 178 new
Pacific Ocean, a
then
back to St. Louis.
Few
statement—to
identify
the wearer. It says:how
I’m large the herds were or how vital these animals
species of plants, like the big leaf maple, the
accurate maps of the West existed at that time,
a firefighter. I’m a soldier. I’m a Girl Scout. I’m
an to the Native Americans of the Great Plains.
were
Oregon crabapple, and the ponderosa pine.
and there were many geographic unknowns
astronaut. I’m a veteran. I’m an athlete. I’m a relief
They also didn’t know where the bison roamed.
about the region. Lewis and Clark’s recorded
Their faces may be different,
worker. I live in the United States. I represent
Follow the journey of Lewis and Clark on
changed Americans’ understanding
but these individualsobservations
all
the map below. Then read about three
United States. I support the United States.
of the
identified as Americans
andphysical landscapes of the West.
geographic unknowns in the West and the new
first-time voters in the 2012
Where did this important icon come from,
geographic knowledge the explorers gained
presidential election. Here
and what does its story tell us about the
through their travels and observations.
they are shown posing in
establishment of national identity?
front of the American flag

Lewis reached Lemhi Pass, a two-mile span bridging
the gap between the ranges of the Rockies near the
border of present-day Montana and Idaho. There,
Lewis discovered “immence ranges of high mountains
still to the West of us with their tops partially covered
UNKNOWN
withGEOGRAPHIC
snow.” There
would not be a shortGEOGRAPHIC
portage toKNOWLEDGE
the
THE MISSOURI RIVER AND THE MARIAS RIVER
Columbia River. Instead, the expedition had to cross
In June 1805, Lewis and Clark were sailing up the
Most members of Lewis and Clark’s expedition wanted
theRiver
rugged
Bitterroot
Mountains,
which
them
until
Missouri
in present-day
Montana when
they
to
follow thetook
river that
flowed from
the north. Lewis
cameOctober.
to another river.The
One river
flowed from
and Clark
were not sohad
sure. They
split up, with Clark
hopes
for the
a Northwest
Passage
died.
north, and the other flowed from the south. Which
one was the main stem of the Missouri River?
Which one should they continue to follow?

scouting the river to the south and Lewis scouting
the river to the north. They returned from their quick
explorations and agreed—the south branch was the
Missouri River and the one they should continue
to follow upstream. Lewis named the river to the
north the Marias River, after his cousin Maria.

BISON

Lewis and Clark’s
after casting their ballots
in
Expedition
Route, 1804–1806

170 CHAPTER 5

As Lewis and Clark traveled west, they found enormous
herds of bison and, like the Native Americans, they
Lewis reached Lemhi Pass, a two-mile span bridging
came to depend on the bison for the
the
nutritious
gapanimals’
between the ranges
of the Rockies near the
border of present-day Montana and Idaho. There,
meat. The explorers found no bison
west of the
Lewis discovered “immence ranges of high mountains
to thedifferent
West of us with
their tops partially covered
Rocky Mountains, but when they still
took
routes
with snow.” There would not be a short portage to the
east through the Rockies, the bison
reappeared.
Columbia
River. Instead, the expedition had to cross

THE NORTHWEST PASSAGE

Jefferson had hoped Lewis and Clark would find a
Northwest Passage, a water route that would connect
the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean and the
riches of Asia. The country that found such a route
first would control it. When the explorers arrived at
the origin of the Missouri River in August 1805, they
expected to have a short portage to the Columbia
River, which would carry them to the Pacific.

As Lewis and Clark traveled west, they found enormous
herds of bison and, like the Native Americans, they
came to depend on the bison for the animals’ nutritious
meat. The explorers found no bison west of the
Rocky Mountains, but when they took different routes
east through the Rockies, the bison reappeared.

The Road to Revolution 171

American Stories, Student Edition, pp. 170–171
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the rugged Bitterroot Mountains, which took them until
October. The hopes for a Northwest Passage had died.

BISON
When Lewis and Clark embarked on their expedition,
they knew about bison. However, they had no idea
how large the herds were or how vital these animals
were to the Native Americans of the Great Plains.
They also didn’t know where the bison roamed.

Bridgeport, Connecticut.
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Explore our identities and roles as
global citizens.

THINK LIKE A GEOGRAPHER

THINK LIKE A GEOGRAPHER

IDENTIFY MAIN
IDEASdid
AND Lewis
DETAILS and
How did Lewis and
1. IDENTIFY MAIN IDEAS AND 1.DETAILS
How
Clark determine that the Northwest Passage did not exist?
Clark determine that the Northwest
Passage did not exist?
2. ANALYZE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCEPTS How might
settlement in the lands obtained through the Louisiana

2. ANALYZE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCEPTS
How might
Purchase affect the biological
diversity of the plants and
animals Lewis and Clark discovered?
settlement in the lands obtained through the Louisiana
3. DRAW CONCLUSIONS How did Lewis and Clark’s
Purchase affect the biological diversity
the
perceptions of
of the
Westplants
change asand
a result of their expedition?
animals Lewis and Clark discovered?
The Jefferson Years 32 3
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MAIN IDEA Modern scientific research

Geography in History, Student Edition, pp.
322–323
0322-0323_SE_11355_U0409GEO.indd 322

can help explain how diseases from Europe
impacted Native Americans in North America.
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The Jefferson Years 32 3

Examine the environmental and social impact of historical events.

REFUGEE TO RESEARCH SCIENTIST
When Pardis Sabeti was two years old, she
and her family escaped Iran just before its 1979
revolution and settled in Florida. In school, Sabeti
learned that she loved math. That’s right: math.
She followed her interests into medical school,
where she fell in love with research and data
analysis. That’s right: research and data analysis.

3. DRAW CONCLUSIONS How did Lewis and Clark’s
perceptions of the West change as a result of their expedition?
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Doctors dread seeing the smallpox virus, shown here,
in patients. Smallpox is highly contagious and could
cause a major human catastrophe if uncontrolled.

National Geographic Explorers
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National Geographic Exploration
National Geographic supports the work of a host of anthropologists, archaeologists,
adventurers, biologists, educators, writers, and photographers across the world.
The individuals below each contributed substantially to U.S. History: American Stories.
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with her band, collecting virus samples in West Africa, or using
mathematics to understand the latest epidemic.
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DETERMINE CHRONOLOGY
When you analyze chronology, you determine how ideas
and events unfold over time. As you read the chapter, use
an organizer like this one to record how ideas about state
and national government developed in the United States.
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as embodied in the Constitution. How does the
crowd gathered for President Barack Obama’s
first inauguration represent our unity as a nation?
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Prepare an argument for or against independence
from Great Britain from the perspective of a Patriot
and a Loyalist, respectively. Your arguments should
offer examples of the benefits and drawbacks or risks
involved in becoming independent from Great Britain.
Be prepared to present both sides to your class.

BY LONNELLE AIKMAN

Adapted from “Patriots in Petticoats,” by Lonnelle
Aikman, in National Geographic, October 1975

Gather Evidence As you consider both sides of the
argument, use what you learned in this unit to think
of the reasons an American colonist would have
either supported or opposed the separation from
Great Britain. Make a list of these reasons, and try to
incorporate them into your argument. Use a table like
this one to help organize your evidence.

Historic Philadelphia

S

chooled in an untamed land of hardships, the
women of colonial America were conditioned to
independence. They grew their own food, sewed
their own clothing, and made their own medicines. All
this, while rearing children and running their families.

Given their willingness to endure, women in colonial
America were more than ready to give up imported
luxuries rather than submit to British taxation. Better,
they said, to wear plain homespun dresses than to wear
European imports. As for British tea, there were plenty
of native substitutes—such as sage and currant—which
they brewed and served as Liberty Tea. As the war
began and spread, women of all classes, from frontier
wives to managers of great plantations, participated
fully in the conflict. Throughout the colonies, women
replaced soldier-husbands in fields and shops and often
spied on the enemy.

EADING STRATEGY

Abigail Adams, one of the first American women
patriots, promoted activities from sewing uniforms to
making bullets. She fed and sheltered soldiers and
welcomed temporary refugees from neighboring towns.
She also provided military and political intelligence to
her husband by reporting on enemy troops and ships,
as well as on Tories, inflation, and other American
problems. John Adams appreciated Abigail’s specific
and accurate information, saying that she supplied him
“with dearer and fuller Intelligence, than I can get from a
whole Committee of Gentlemen.”

If following the army was hard on the general’s wife,
it was more challenging for the ordinary women who
trudged with the troops. Armies reluctantly allowed
women to work alongside their husbands and other men
of the corps, to carry water, to swab cannons, and to
ease the wounded on the battlefield.

Patriot Reasons

Loyalist Reasons

Produce Use your notes to craft a solid argument for
both sides of the issue—thinking like a Loyalist and
like a Patriot. You may wish to write the arguments in
paragraph form or bullet points on index cards and label
them either “Patriot” or “Loyalist.”
Present Choose a creative way to present both sides of
this debate to the class. Consider one of these options:
• Use two different props, such as different hats,
to transform yourself into a Patriot and a Loyalist.
Wearing the Patriot hat, give a short speech
expressing why it makes sense for the colonies to
separate from Great Britain. Then put on the Loyalist
hat and give a short speech expressing the other
side of the debate. Alternate between Patriot and
Loyalist hats to change your persona and add to
each side of the argument.

LEARNING FRAMEWORK ACTIVITIES
Research a Colonial American

An equally brave woman posed as a man in order to
fight. When Deborah Sampson was a child, poverty
forced her widowed mother to give her up for indentured
service. She emerged a strong woman, quite able to
take on men’s work. When the Revolution began, she
made herself a man’s suit, walked to a recruiting post in
another town, and enlisted as Robert Shurtleff. She was
wounded twice but managed to keep her secret until
she went to Philadelphia as a general’s orderly. There
she came down with a “malignant fever” and was sent
to a hospital, where a startled doctor discovered that
she was a woman.

AT T I T U D E

Curiosity

K NOW LEDGE

Martha Washington, Deborah Sampson, and Abigail
Adams were women of strength who continue to
capture the spotlight of history. Behind them stand all
those others, the nameless Founding Mothers, without
whom independence would have been impossible.

For more from National Geographic,
check out “Two Revolutions” online.

Our Human Story

Choose one of the historical figures from this unit
that you are still curious about, and do online
research to learn more about him or her. Develop
a biography for this individual in a traditional
written format, or do something more visual, such
as a poster or digital presentation. You could even
give a costumed speech to your class as that
individual. Be sure your biography—in whatever
form it takes—includes common information
such as birth and death dates, where the person
lived, and the work he or she did. Also consider
including information about how this person
influenced colonial America, how the American
Revolution or the Constitution might have been
different without him or her, and the legacy this
person left behind.

Build a Time Line
SKILLS

Collaboration, Communication

K NOW LEDGE

Our Human Story

Work with a partner or small group to capture
the “story” of the formation of the United States
in the form of a time line. First discuss how your
time line will work. For example, decide if it will
flow left to right or top to bottom, how it will be
divided into intervals, and when the time line
will start and end. Then refer to the chapters in
this unit to determine which significant events
will be included on your time line. Once you
have gathered the information you need, work
together to craft the physical time line. Consider
the following questions: Will you use a symbol
or color to represent types of events, such as
battles? Will you use each side of the time line to
represent different events or eras? What will make
your time line clear and easy to read?
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• Organize your classmates into teams (Patriots and
Loyalists). Familiarize each team with one side of the
argument, and have a classroom debate about the
benefits or dangers of separating from Great Britain.

Some women fought side-by-side with men, including
Margaret Cochran Corbin. When her husband John
joined an artillery corps, Margaret went along. “Molly,”
as her comrades called her, helped the gunner’s team
swab out the bore and ram down the ammunition. When
John was shot and killed, Margaret jumped into his
battle station. Then she, too, went down, her shoulder
torn by grapeshot. She never regained the use of her
arm. Recognizing her courage under fire, Congress
made her the first woman to receive a pension from the
United States.

TERMINE CHRONOLOGY
en you analyze chronology, you determine how ideas
d events unfold over time. As you read the chapter, use
organizer like this one to record how ideas about state
d national government developed in the United States.
Martha Washington traveled with General Washington
throughout the war, which may astonish those who think
of her as a sheltered elite. She was with him in New York
City, Morristown, Valley Forge, and Middlebrook, and
she helped him through two mutinies by his starving
troops. Even after the guns were silent, Martha was with
George while both waited impatiently for news of the
final peace treaty in 1783.

A New Nation 271
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Document-based question, Student Edition, pp. 210–211
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Unit Inquiry Projects guide students to gather
evidence from the text, synthesize a response, and
CHAPTER 7
present their results.
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UNIT INQUIRY: Prepare an Argument
In this unit, you learned about the factors that led to the American Revolution, the
war itself, and the creation of the Constitution. Use what you learned from the text
and do further research if necessary to determine why all colonists didn’t support
separating from Great Britain.
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Rich Instructional Resources
Bundles of digital and print materials provide the flexibility that teachers need in today’s classroom.

Print Teacher’s Edition Features include:

Digital Teacher’s Edition Features include:

• Planning and pacing of student lessons and
assessment

• Premade lesson plans

• Wrap-around Teacher’s Edition
• Options for active and project-based learning

• A selection of reading, writing, vocabulary,
note-taking ancillaries, and answer keys

• Strategies for differentiation in every chapter

• Graphic organizers

• Additional content questions and background
information

• Teaching strategies at point of use

• A bank of summative and formative assessments

• Classroom management and metrics tool

Teaching strategies in the print and digital Teacher’s Editions
UNIT 3

CHAPTER 5 PlAnnER

A New NATIoN

UNIT 3 RESOURCES

3

american

UNIT

UNIT INTROdUCTION

1763–1791

A NEW

NATION

Crossing the Delaware

UNIT TImE LINE
UNIT WRap-Up

STORIES

Metropolitan Museum of Art
New York City

Our American
Identity

AMERICAN GALLERY
ONLINE

SECTION 4 RESOURCES

DECLARING INDEPENDENCE
LESSON 4.1

NG Learning Framework:
Organize a Peaceful Protest

• On Your Feet: Question and Answer

CritiCal Viewing According to Leutze, what challenges
did the soldiers face during the attack on Trenton?

LESSON 2.3

The Boston Tea Party
• On Your Feet: Question and Answer

• Primary Sources

Artist Emanuel Leutze’s 1851 oil painting, called
Washington Crossing the Delaware, depicts
General Washington’s attack on the Hessians in
Trenton, New Jersey, on December 25, 1776. This
is a large work of art, measuring 149 inches high
by 255 inches wide.

Colonial Boston

Colonial Army Forms
• On Your Feet: Chart Relay

LESSON 2.4
CURATING HISTORY

Museum of the American Revolution,
Philadelphia

SECTION 1 RESOURCES

CONNECTION

BRITISH CONTROL

National Geographic Magazine
Adapted Articles
• “Patriots in Petticoats”
• “Two Revolutions” ONLINE

LESSON 1.1

How Geology Shapes the Battlefield

Limits on Freedom

16 4 UNIT 3

0164-0165_SE_11355_U03UO.indd 164

27/01/17
0164-0165_SE_11355_U03UO.indd
7:40 am
165

LESSON 3.1

NG Learning Framework:
Settle a Dispute

ChapTER 5 RESOURCES

CHAPTER

THE ROAD TO

5

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

Vocabulary Practice

repeal

Stamp Act

Currency Act

Proclamation of 1763

revenue

Sugar Act

duty

Quartering Act

Sons of Liberty

tyranny

Social Studies Skills Lessons
• Reading: Analyze Cause and Effect
• Writing: Write a Narrative

KEY VOCABULARY
Boston Massacre
committee of correspondence

Townshend Acts

Boston Tea Party

writ of assistance

SECTION 3

Tea Act

Loyalist
minutemen

SECTION 4

Benjamin Franklin

Declaration of Independence

earthwork

Second Continental Congress

geology

terrain

Hessian

unalienable right

NG Learning Framework:
Research an Invention

Chapter 5 Answer Key
ExamView®
One-time Download

• On Your Feet: Use a Jigsaw Strategy

North Bridge
Concord, Massachusetts

SECTION 2 RESOURCES

READING STRATEGY

CHAPTER 5 REVIEW

AMERICAN PLACES

Colonial Boston

Causes

REBELLION IN THE COLONIES

“These are the times
that try men’s souls.”

Cause-and-Effect

ANALYZE CAUSE AND EFFECT
When you analyze cause and effect,
you note the consequences of an
event, an action, or a condition. As
you read the chapter, use a graphic
organizer like this one to identify the
causes of the colonies’ separation
from Britain.

Declarations of Freedom

LESSON 3.4

drumlin

ONLINE

DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION

NG Learning Framework:
Create a Storyboard

Patriot

Declaring Independence

Continental Army

AMERICAN GALLERY

LESSON 4.5

• On Your Feet: Three Corners

• On Your Feet: Three-Step Interview

Lexington and Concord

KEY VOCABULARY
First Continental Congress
Intolerable Acts

KEY VOCABULARY
artillery

Formal Assessment
• Chapter 5 Tests A & B
• Section Quizzes

NG Learning Framework:
Hold a Colonial Town Hall Meeting

Shot Heard Round the World

AMERICAN VOICES

Rebellion in the Colonies

American Voices Biographies
John and Abigail Adams ONLINE

LESSON 3.3

LESSON 1.4

grievance
SECTION 2

NG Learning Framework:
Research the Five Riders

NG Learning Framework:
Write a Biography

British Control

KEY VOCABULARY
boycott
militia

• Active History: Analyze Primary Sources

• On Your Feet: Inside-Outside Circle

• On Your Feet: Word Chain

1763–1776

AMERICAN

STORIES Our American Identity
SECTION 1

Reading and Note-Taking

LESSON 4.4

Drafting the Declaration

Myths of 1776

The Stamp Act

CRITICAL VIEWING In this photo by National Geographic
photographer Kenneth Garrett, reenactors stage a battle in
Leesburg, Virginia. What details in the photo convey what
fighting on the front lines of this battle might have been like?

REVOLUTION
Why did the colonists decide to break from Britain?

TEaChER RESOURCES & aSSESSmENT

NG Learning Framework:
Form an Opinion

LESSON 3.2

The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere

LESSON 1.3
Available at NGLSync.Cengage.com

• On Your Feet: Create a Concept Web

NG Learning Framework:
Explore the Meaning of Liberty

• On Your Feet: Rotating Discussion

Unit 3 Formal Assessment

Breaking with Britain

• On Your Feet: Fishbowl

Taxation without Representation
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LESSON 4.3

Preparing to Fight

LESSON 1.2

16 5

NG Learning Framework:
Devise a Strategic Defense

LEXINGTON AND CONCORD

NG Learning Framework:
Write a Story

NG Learning Framework Activities
• Research a Colonial American
• Build a Time Line

• On Your Feet: Turn and Talk on Topic

SECTION 3 RESOURCES

• On Your Feet: Turn and Talk on Topic

Unit 3 Inquiry: Prepare an Argument

Effect

The colonies
declare
independence
from Britain.

—Thomas Paine

16 8 CHAPTER 5

• On Your Feet: Numbered Heads

LESSON 2.1
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NG Learning Framework:
Identify a Community Landmark

Colonial Protests Grow

The Road to Revolution 16 9
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NG Learning Framework:
Research the Continental Army
LESSON 4.2
GEOLOGY IN HISTORY

• On Your Feet: Sort the Artifacts

• On Your Feet: Take a Stand
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NG Learning Framework:
Connect Historical Events

Student digital ReSouRceS
• eEdition (English)

• Online Atlas

• American Voices (Biographies)

LESSON 2.2

• eEdition (Spanish)

• American Gallery Online

• Projects for Inquiry-Based Learning

The Boston Massacre

• Handbooks

• History Notebook

• On Your Feet: Question and Answer
AMERICAN GALLERY
ONLINE

Chapter 5 Spanish Resources are available at NGLSync.Cengage.com.

Colonial Boston
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Differentiation strategies in the print and digital Teacher’s Editions
CHAPTER 5

sTRATEgiEs foR diffEREnTiATion

ELD

STRIVING READERS

INCLUSION

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

Strategy 1
Turn Titles into Questions

Strategy 1
Provide Terms and Names on Audio

Strategy 1
Create a Word Web

Strategy 1
Teach a Class

To help students set a purpose for reading, have them read
the title of each lesson in a section and then turn that title
into a question they believe will be answered in the lesson.
Students can record their questions and write their own
answers, or they can ask each other their questions.

Decide which of the terms and names are important for
mastery and have a volunteer record the pronunciations
and a short sentence defining each word. Encourage
students to listen to the recording as often as necessary.

To activate prior knowledge and build vocabulary, work
with students at the Expanding level to create a Word
Web for the word tyranny before beginning Section 1 and
the term unalienable right before beginning Section 4.

Before beginning the chapter, allow students to choose one
of the lessons listed below and prepare to teach the content
to the class. Give them a set amount of time in which to
present their lesson. Suggest that students think about any
visuals or activities they want to use when they teach.

Use with All Lessons For example, in Lesson 1.1, the
question could be: What limits were placed on the
colonists’ freedoms?

Use with All Lessons You might also use the recording
to quiz students on their mastery of the terms. Play
one definition at a time from the recording and ask
students to identify the term or name described.

Strategy 2
Complete a Cause-and-Effect Chart

Strategy 2
Describe Lesson Visuals

Have students complete a graphic organizer like the
one below to show what led to the Boston Tea Party.

Pair visually challenged students with students who
are not visually challenged. Ask the latter to help
their partners “see” the visuals in the chapter by
describing the images and answering any questions
the visually impaired students might have.

CAUSES

EFFECT

Parliament passed
the Tea Act.
Colonial tea
merchants were
about to go out
of business.

Boston Tea
Party

Parliament
taxed the
colonists without
representation.
Use with Lesson 2.3

Strategy 3
Play the “I Am . . .” Game
To reinforce the meanings of Key Vocabulary and
important names, places, and events, assign every
student one term or name that appears in the chapter
and have them write a one-sentence clue beginning
with “I am.” Have students take turns reading clues
and calling on other students to guess answers.
Use with All Lessons

Use with All Lessons For example, for the anti–Stamp Act
visual in Lesson 1.3, students might describe the skull
and crossbones on the image and read aloud the visual’s
text and caption.

GIFTED & TALENTED

Use with Lessons 2.1–2.3, 3.2–3.3, and 4.2

Strategy 2
Interview a Historical Figure
tyranny

Use with Lessons 1.2 and 4.3 For the web for tyranny,
encourage students to think of words they associate with
dictators from the past or present whom they might
know about.

Strategy 2
Pair Partners for Dictation
After students read each lesson in the chapter, have
them write a sentence summarizing its main idea.
Have students get together in pairs and dictate their
sentences to each other. Then have them work together
to check the sentences for accuracy and spelling.
Use with All Lessons You may wish to place students
in pairs, such as students at the Emerging level with
those at the Bridging level, and have more advanced
students assist less advanced students in checking
the accuracy and spelling of their sentences.

Strategy 3
Use Visuals to Predict Content
Before reading, ask students at the Emerging level to
read the lesson title and look at any visuals. Then ask
them to write a sentence for each visual that predicts how
it is related to the lesson title. Repeat the exercise after
reading and ask volunteers to read their sentences.

Allow students to work in teams of two to plan, write,
and perform a simulated television interview with
Benjamin Franklin or with Benedict Arnold. Tell students
that the purpose of the interview is to focus on the
achievements, actions, and goals of the historical figure.
Use with Lessons 1.4 and 4.1 Invite students to do research
to learn more about the historical figure they have chosen.
Encourage them to elicit in-depth answers by asking the
historical figures why and how they did the things they did.
Pre-AP

Strategy 1
Write a Feature Article
Have students use the Internet to research the battles of
Lexington and Concord. Ask students to write a detailed
feature article describing what they have learned. Articles
should focus on the time frame of events, the movement
of both British and American troops, and specific
individuals who were involved. Encourage students to
include photos, illustrations, or charts in their articles.
Use with Lesson 3.3

Strategy 2
Build a Time Line
Ask students to build an online time line of the major events
and ideas leading to the American Revolution. Tell them
to include basic descriptions of events as well as a written
analysis of each event’s significance. When students have
completed their time lines, they can post them to a class
blog or website or on an Internet document sharing site.
Use with Lessons 2.2, 3.3, and 4.1

Use with All Lessons
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Assessments that Inform Teaching and Learning
Formative and summative assessments inform teaching and learning and measure what students know
and are able to produce.
• Document-based questions provide practice working with primary and secondary source materials.
• End of chapter reviews revisit the main ideas, key vocabulary, skills, concepts, and connections.
• Formative assessment tools allow teachers to monitor students’ progress, make
accommodations, and tailor instruction to individuals.
• eAssessment is available online in English and in Spanish.
Assessment
Purpose

Assessment Type

Formative

Essential Questions

Formative

Critical Viewing Questions

Formative

Social Studies Skills Lessons

Formative

Vocabulary Practice Activities

Formative

Guided Discussion Questions

Formative

Reading and Note-Taking Activities

Formative

On Your Feet Activities

Formative

Section Quizzes

Formative

Historical Thinking Questions

Formative

Write About History Activities

Formative

NGL Learning Framework Activities

Formative

Chapter Reviews

Summative

Chapter Tests at two levels

Formative

History Notebook Activities

Formative

Document-Based Questions

Summative

Unit Tests

Formative

Unit Inquiry Projects

Formative

Pretests

Print

PDF
Download

Digital

The History Notebook supports lessons in the program with
extension activities that align with the following features:

6

• Why Study History?

• Curating History

• American Galleries

• National Geographic Explorers

• American Stories

• National Geographic Photographers

• American Voices

• “Reid on the Road” video program

Middle School U.S. History

Digital Transformation
National Geographic Learning’s digital platform, MindTap, provides a personalized learning experience
for all students and an array of resources for the teacher to promote better learning outcomes. It is fully
available on all devices and has been specifically designed to meet the needs of middle school teachers
and their classrooms.
Teachers and student access the
digital platform via a single sign-on
from school or at home.

Digital resources are designed to enhance learning and increase comprehension.
Digital Student Resources Include: Digital Teacher Resources Include:
• Digital version of the Student
• All of the student materials
Edition and content handbooks • Digital Teacher’s Edition
• Modified Text tool with audio
• Lesson plans and teaching
playback
strategies
• Pop-up vocabulary features

• Keyword search tool

• Explorers features and “Reid on
the Road” video program

• Assignment/Assessment feature

• Online assessments
Videos enhance students’ content
understanding and make history real.

• Gradebook

• American Galleries of
photographs
• Interactive maps
• Note-taking features
7
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Student Program Components
National Geographic U.S. History American Stories is available in both print and digital formats.
All Student Editions are also available in Spanish.

All Student
materials are
available in
Spanish.

Student Edition, Beginnings to 1877

8

History Notebook, Beginnings to 1877

Middle School U.S. History

Teacher Program Components
Downloadable, printable supplementary materials are available for the U.S. History program. Supplementary
materials that support all programs are available online, saving valuable time and resources.

American Stories Supplementary Teacher’s
Resources include:

TEACHER’S EDITION

U.S. HISTORY

• Lesson Plans

AMERICAN

• Graphic Organizers

STORIES

• Formative and Summative Assessments including:

BEGINNINGS TO 1877

—— Chapter Pretests
—— Section Quizzes
—— Chapter Tests A & B
—— Unit Tests
• Citizenship Handbook
• Geography & The Environment Handbook
• Primary & Secondary Sources Handbook
• Glossary
Teacher’s Edition, Beginnings to 1877
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