
Grades K–8+
CONtENt LItErACY

Supports Common Core
Available in 

English 
and 

Spanish

http://ngl.cengage.com/elt


• Engaging, leveled informational text with stunning photography 

• Academic language and vocabulary

• Comprehension strategies and fluency

• Scaffolded instruction that meets the needs of diverse learners

• Grade-level Science, Social Studies, and Math content.

Literacy Development and Grade-Level Content
Language, Literacy, & Vocabulary builds a strong foundation for literacy success and makes 
grade-level content accessible.
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Time
Helps you manage precious instructional 
time by integrating instruction in the 
following areas:

• Background Knowledge

• Academic Vocabulary Development

• Comprehension Strategies

• Oral Language Development

• Science, Social Studies, & Math Content

Diverse Student Needs
Provides strong instructional supports for 
your diverse, mixed-ability classrooms:

• English Language Learners

• At-Risk Readers

• Special Needs Students

A Practical Classroom Solution

Consulting Author Linda Hoyt has been a classroom teacher for grades K-6, a reading 

specialist in grades K-8, a curriculum developer, Title I teacher, staff developer, and 

Title I District Coordinator. She has authored a number of powerful professional books, 

including Spotlight on Comprehension:  Building a Literacy of Thoughtfulness, and Make It 

Real: Strategies for Success with Informational Texts.
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Developmental Stages and Themes
Consistent Language Proficiency Levels are thematically presented  
across content areas.

Grades K–3+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Windows on Literacy

Theme Builder
One per theme, Weather and Seasons 
shown.

Emergent Fluent Fluent Plus

Social Studies

• Transportation

• Places on Earth

• Places in My Community

• Families 

• Jobs	

• Inventions

• Our Government

• Geography

• Exploration

• Ancient Civilizations

• Time and Routines

• Food	

• Communities

• Keeping Fit

• Where People Live

• Then and Now

• Providing Goods

• Maps

• Producing Goods

• United States Geography

Early

• Counting

• Shapes	

• Comparing Data

• Solving Math Problems

• �Comparing Sizes and Weights

• Measurement and Data	

• Measurement

• �Patterns, Shapes, & Symmetry	

Emergent Early Fluent Fluent Plus

Math

Emergent Fluent Plus

Science

• Plants

• How Animals Move

• Weather and Seasons

• Color and Size

• What Animals Need

• Life Cycles of Animals

• Our Place in Space

• Machines Help Us Do Work

• Adaptations

• The Changing Earth

• Force and Motion

• The Senses

• Animal Bodies

• Food From Plants

• Space

• Plant Life

• Wind, Water, and Sunlight

• Prehistoric Life

• States of Matter

• Animal Habitats

FluentEarly

144Informational Text Options 
Now Available in Spanish!
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Sampling of Concept Books

Emergent Levels 1–6 Early Levels 7–12 Fluent Plus Levels 19–24

Early Levels 7–12 Fluent Levels 13–18

Emergent Levels 1–6 Fluent Levels 13–18 Fluent Plus Levels 19–24

Early Levels 7–12 Fluent Plus Levels 19–24

Emergent Levels 1–6 Fluent Levels 13–18 Fluent Plus Levels 19–24

Early Levels 7–12 Fluent Plus Levels 19–24
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Grades 3–8+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Reading Expeditions

Science Series

Social Studies Series

Leveled Books and Grade-Level Content
Engaging informational text brings the real world to students. Grade-level Science, Social Studies,  
and Math topics mean all students gain access to standards-based content.

U.S. History and Life

• Columbus and the Americas

• When Cultures Meet

• The Thirteen Colonies

• Road to Revolution

• Declaring Independence

• Industry Changes America

• Go West!

• Money and You

• Paths to Freedom

• What Makes a Community?

• The Civil War

• Inventions That Changed the World

• Women Work for Change

• Government in Action

• Explore the Northeast

• Explore the Southeast

• Explore the Midwest

• Explore the Southwest

• Explore the West

• Archaeology and the Ancient Past

• Egypt in the Past and Present

• Greece in the Past and Present

• India in the Past and Present

• The Maya in the Past and Present

Ancient CivilizationsU.S. Regions

Life Science/Human Body

• A World of Plants

• Animals and Their Adaptations

• Animal Life Cycles

• Classifying Living Things

• Disease and the Body

• Exploring Ecosystems

• From Cells to Systems

• Your Nervous System

• Electricity

• Energized!

• Forces That Move

• Looking at Light

• Machines: Simple and Compound

• Magnets

• What Is Matter?

• Climate

• Earth in Space

• Earth’s Changing Land

• How Do We Use Water?

• Ocean Exploration

• Rock Records

• Stars

• Our Solar System

• Volcanoes

Earth SciencePhysical Science

Now Available in Spanish!

48
Informational Text Options 
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Sampling of Informational Text Options  
(Guided Reading Levels and Fry scores indicated)

L–M
1.8

N–O
2.3

O–P
2.6

O–P
2.6

O–P
2.7

P–Q
2.9

Q–R
3.6

P–Q
3.0

Q–R
3.3

Q–R
3.4

Q–R
3.4

Q–R
3.4

Q–R
3.4

Q–R
3.5
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Academic Vocabulary and Content Vocabulary

Vocabulary Strategies
• Theme Builders build background and understanding of key concepts
• Graphic Organizers guide discussion and develop concepts
• Lively chants and poems provide repeated exposure of academic vocabulary

Theme Builder

Theme PoemGraphic Organizer

Grades K–3+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Windows on Literacy
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Visual Support for Concept Development
• Strong picture/text match throughout student materials makes abstract concepts more concrete

Vocabulary Transparency Comprehension Transparency

Grades 3–8+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Reading Expeditions

Student Book

Great for 
English 

Learners!
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Informational Text Features
Students are introduced to informational text features of increasing complexity across the series.  

Understand Text Organization
• Table of Contents
• Index
• Glossary

• Headings
• Sidebars
• Subheads

Diagram

Student Book    

Grades K–3+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Windows on Literacy

Navigate Text
• Labels
• Boldface
• Captions

• Color Font
• Bullets	
• Italic Print
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On-page
Glossary

Cross-  
Section
Diagram

Student Book    

Caption

Grades 3–8+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Reading Expeditions

Interpret Visual Elements
• Charts
• Timelines
• Graphs

• Diagrams
• Maps
• Photo Insets

• Tables
• Cross-sections

Research Shows“Informational texts comprise the majority 

of passages on today’s standardized tests.  

Explicit instruction in how to navigate  

content, vocabulary, and reading challenges 

can empower students to greater levels of 

achievement as readers, as thinkers, and as 

language users.”
−Linda Hoyt, Consulting Author
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Energy can come from electricity. It can also
come from fuel, such as the gasoline used 
in a car. The energy inside a machine makes 
the different parts move. This vacuum cleaner

is powered by an
electric motor.

19

This motorcycle uses gasoline
to power its engine.

This robot is powered
by batteries.

L23 24 Machines_SI:L23 24 Machines_SI  9/25/07  2:35 PM  Page 18

Comprehension Strategy Instruction
Clear instruction and practice in comprehension strategies provides students with the skills they 
need for understanding informational texts.

Comprehension Strategies
• Predicting
• Asking Questions
• Making Inferences

• Synthesizing/Summarizing
• Making Connections

• Visualizing
• Determining Importance

Teacher’s Guide

Lesson focuses on a single 
comprehension strategy 
(Making Connections)

Grades K–3+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Windows on Literacy

Concept Book
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Lesson focuses 
on a single 
comprehension 
strategy (Asking 
Questions)

Grades 3–8+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Reading Expeditions

Student Book

Teacher’s Guide



12

A Clear Instructional Path for Building Comprehension

Develop Vocabulary
Theme Builders introduce key  
concepts and vocabulary through 
interactive materials and activities.

Introduce the 
Comprehension Strategy
Develops key concepts, vocabulary, 
and oral language; focuses on a single 
comprehension strategy for each 
theme.

Model, Practice and Apply  
the Comprehension Strategy
While building key concepts and  
vocabulary, 2 informational texts  
provide plenty of practice in the  
targeted comprehension strategy.

Theme Builder

Concept Book

Related Informational Text

Grades K–3+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Windows on Literacy

Weather and Seasons (shown)
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Assess and Evaluate Student Growth
A variety of informal and formal assessment tools provide information 
on student performance. 

• Self assessments

• Retelling guides and scoring rubrics

• Fluency scoring guide

• Oral reading records

• Writing rubrics

• Oral language developmental checklists

• Content vocabulary checklists.

177
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For more information about assessment, see Assessment Appendix, pages 208–211.

Name Date

Book Title

Fluency Scoring Guide

Score

Comments

Fluency refers to a reader’s ability to interpret print
through expressive oral reading. Fluency is not just
about reading quickly. Fluency refers to a reader’s
ability to read in a way that sounds like language 
and to represent the author’s message at a pace that
matches the meaning. This means that the reader
needs to pause in response to punctuation, phrasing,
or powerful images and select a pace that matches
the kind of text and the purpose for the reading.
With this in mind, a set of directions may be read
very slowly as the reader concentrates on visualizing
and internalizing the steps of a process, while a lively
poem may be read at a much faster pace as the
language is savored and enjoyed.

Directions
Choose a selection for the child to read aloud. As the
child reads, use the rubric to assess the child’s ability
to read fluently.

Scoring Rubric

5

• The reader reads with expression.
• The rate matches the style of the text.
• The reader adjusts tone and emphasis to 

reflect meaning.
• The reading reflects an understanding of audience.
• Pauses are used for emphasis.
• Self-corrections and fix-up strategies are employed

so smoothly that the listener does not notice them.

3

• There is some expressiveness in the reading.
• There is an attempt to match the rate to the kind 

of text being read.
• The reader may over-exaggerate tone in an attempt

to be dramatic.
• The reader is so focused on print that the audience

may be forgotten.
• Pauses are focused on word recognition rather 

than emphasis of meaning.

1

• The reader reads slowly and in a monotone.
• There is no evidence of shifts in tone, speed,

or inflection in response to meaning.
• There are frequent pauses for sound-outs and

repeats of words.
• Time is taken to look at pictures to construct

meaning.

52347_TG_WOL_176-179.qxd  12/2/05  12:20 PM  Page 177

Extend Learning
Reinforce learning through reading of related fiction titles.

• Students explore concepts and vocabulary in new contexts

• Students apply comprehension strategies in different texts.

Content-Based Fiction Books
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Lessons Make Content Comprehensible

Build Background
Introduces key concepts, 
vocabulary, and the  
comprehension strategy 
(Visualizing).

Understand the Big Idea
Develops understanding of 
essential core content with 
strong visual support.

Take a Closer Look
Explores the “big idea” by look-
ing closely at a specific topic 
and examining it in  
more detail.

Teaching Transparency

Study Guide

Use with Exploring Ecosystems, pages 6–11 •  LEARNING MASTERS 67

Study Guide
Pages 6–7
Read Questions You Will Explore on page 6 of Exploring Ecosystems.
Write what you already know about each question.

Pages 8–11
Read about the living and nonliving things in an ecosystem on pages 8–11
of Exploring Ecosystems. Write the answers to the questions.

UNDERSTAND THE BIG IDEA

Exploring Ecosystems

Name 

Reading Expeditions: Language, Literacy & Vocabulary
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Questions What I Already Know About This

1. What is an ecosystem?

2. How do living things share 
an ecosystem?

Questions About Ecosystems Your Answers

What are some nonliving things that
plants and animals need to survive?

What is an ecosystem made of?

What size are ecosystems?

What are some living things in 
a pond?

What four kinds of ecosystems 
are shown on pages 10–11?

Study Guide

Use with Exploring Ecosystems, pages 16–19 •  LEARNING MASTERS 69

Study Guide
Pages 16–17
Read pages 16–17 of Exploring Ecosystems. Answer the questions.

1. Look at the title of this section. What ecosystem will you read about?

2. What question do you have about the living or nonliving things in 
this ecosystem?

Pages 18–19
Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing Read about the
forest and deciduous trees on pages 18–19 of Exploring Ecosystems. Fill
in the chart with the words that help you visualize what you see in your
mind. Draw a picture of what you see.

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK

Exploring Ecosystems

Name 

Reading Expeditions: Language, Literacy & Vocabulary
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Words That Help 
Me Visualize Picture

tower above

Grades 3–8+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Reading Expeditions

Exploring Ecosystems (shown)
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Make Connections
Students apply what they have 
learned to new contexts.

Extend Learning
In Zoom in on Words, 
students gain language 
proficiency through word 
usage, grammar, and 
sentence structure activities.

In Read and Compare, 
students compare across 
texts.

In Research and Write, 
students use what they have 
learned in research and 
writing activities. 

Assess

Formal Assessments
• Pre-Tests
• Post-Tests

Informal Assessments
• Performance Assessments
• Student Self-Assessments

Study Guide

Study Guide
Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing Read pages 26–29
of Exploring Ecosystems. Fill in the chart with words or descriptions of
photos from your reading. Then describe what you see in your mind.

72 LEARNING MASTERS •  Use with Exploring Ecosystems, pages 26–29

MAKE CONNECTIONS

Exploring Ecosystems

Name 

Reading Expeditions: Language, Literacy & Vocabulary
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Page Words or Photos That 
Help Me Visualize What I See in My Mind

26

27

28

29
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Learning Masters
Includes

• Graphic Organizers

• Vocabulary Masters

• Study Guides

• Comprehension Masters

• Language Masters

• Home-School Connection

• Assessment

60505 RE LLV LM C1-C4_NEC:Layout 1  7/20/07  11:54 AM  Page 1

Learning Masters
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Complete Teaching Tools
Everything you need for effective instruction!

In Each Theme

Instruction, Assessment, and Family Involvement

Theme Builder 
This stand-up desktop tool builds 
concepts and vocabulary through 
students’ active participation. 

1 Concept Book
•	Builds background knowledge

•	 �Develops key concepts,  
vocabulary, and oral language.

2 Informational Texts
•	Support key concepts

•	 �Allow students to practice and 
apply what they’ve learned.

Teacher’s Guide & Audiolessons
•	 �Explicit instruction with 5-day 

lesson plan for each theme
•	Differentiated instruction
•	Reading for each book
•	Build fluency and support 

independent reading.

Learning Masters
•	Lots of extra practice

•	Assessments.

Take-Home Book Masters
•	 �Children create their own 

books and share what they 
know with their families.

2 Fiction Books
•	Optional Fiction Books give students the 

opportunity to extend learning and apply 
strategies across a variety of genres.

Grades K–3+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Windows on Literacy

16



In Each Topic

Teacher’s Guide and Assesments

•	�A Teacher’s Guide for each 
series

•	�Five-day lesson plans for  
each book

•	�Differentiated instruction for 
varying levels of language 
proficiency

•	�Formal and informal 
assessment tools.

Student Books and 
Audiolessons

•	�Each visually rich student 
book brings content to life

•	�Audiolessons support 
students’ independent 
fluent reading.
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Learning Masters
Includes

• Graphic Organizers

• Vocabulary Masters

• Study Guides

• Comprehension Masters

• Language Masters

• Home-School Connection

• Assessment

60505 RE LLV LM C1-C4_NEC:Layout 1  7/20/07  11:54 AM  Page 1

Learning Masters

•	�Reproducible

• Support instruction

• �Provide multiple 
opportunities 
for practice and 
assessment.

Transparencies

•	�Four transparencies  
per book 

•	Develop key concepts

•	�Build academic 
vocabulary

•	�Support comprehension.

Grades 3–8+  
Language, Literacy & Vocabulary—Reading Expeditions
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1. Academic Language and Content Vocabulary

2. �Grade-Level Science, Social Studies,

and Math Content

3. Comprehension Strategies and Fluency

4. Stunning Photography

5. Oral Language

6. Scaffolded Instruction

7. Everything You Need for Instruction!

Grades K–3+   Windows on Literacy

Grades 3–8+   Reading Expeditions

Grades K–8+
Content Literacy

NGL.Cengage.com
888-915-3276

Available in 
English 

and  
Spanish
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