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Tips for Effective Phonics Instruction in the Young 

Learner Classroom
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What is Phonics?

Phonemic Awareness

Sounds / Phonemes



What is Phonics?

Phonics builds on the
ALPHABETIC PRINCIPLE

English is an
alphabetic language: 
each speech sound is

represented by a 
graphic symbol.





About Phonics

Findings showed that students who received systematic and 
explicit phonics instruction were better readers at the end of 
instruction than students who received non-systematic or no 

phonics instruction (Ehri, 2006; Armbruster, Lehr, and 
Osborn, 2001).



Here is a simple sequence of phonics elements for 
teaching sound-out words that moves from the easiest 
sound/spelling patterns to the most difficult:

• Consonants & short vowel sounds
• Consonant digraphs and blends
• Long vowel/final e
• Long vowel digraphs
• Other vowel patterns
• Syllable patterns
• Affixes

Progression of Phonics Skills



Basic Glossary for a 
Phonics Teacher.

1 TO 1 CORRESPONDENCE.

DIGRAPHS

DOUBLE AND TRIPLE 
CONSONANT BLENDS

DIPHTHONGS

ALPHABETIC PRINCIPLE PHONICS



Phonemic

Manipulation

Segmenting

Blending

Deleting

Substituing



High Frequency Words



Effective Phonics Routines



15 – 20 
minutes



Effective Phonics Routines

Phonemic Awareness Warm-up

Sound-spelling review + Intro New 
sound-spelling

Practice

High frequency words

Application



Effective

Phonics

Routines



Phonemic Awareness Warm-up

Songs

Poems

Tongue-

Twisters

RhymeAlliteration



Sound-Spelling Review

Routines can start with a review and include 
previously taught concepts throughout the lesson. 
Lessons pull forward everything taught previously.



Revisit & Review

Revisit and 

review sounds

and graphemes, 

high-frequency

words.

Phonemic Awareness

Phonics

High Frequency
Words





Intro new Sound-spelling



a) Hear it 
• Say a range of words containing the phoneme. 
• Children say which phoneme they can hear. 
• Reinforce with an alliterative phrase. 
• Practise with an appropriate action.
b) Say it 
• Reinforce correct pronunciation of the sound and practise saying it 

several times. 
• Now you say several words containing the phoneme taught, using robot 

talk. 
• Ask the children to blend the phonemes into words.
c) Read it 
• Show the new letter card and say the phoneme. Add it to the display of 

others taught. 

Hear it – Say it – Read it







Practice

Games

Manipulation

tasks

Decodable

Texts

Model

Guided

Practice

Independent

Practice
Whiteboards



Hear it – Say it – Read it –
Write it

a) Hear it 
• Say words containing the phonemes taught in the initial position / 

different positions.
• Children say which phoneme they can hear. 
b) Say it 
• Say several words containing the phonemes taught, slowly in robot 

talk. • Ask children to blend the phonemes into words.
c) Read it 
• Point to a range of graphemes displayed on cards and ask children to 

tell you the phonemes. 
d) Write it 
• Ask children to write the graphemes as you say the phonemes. • 

Practise writing words using phonemes taught. 





High Frequency Words



High Frequency Words : 
Present & Practice

- LOOK AT THE WORD.
- HEAR IT PRONOUNCED.
- HEAR IT USED IN A SENTENCE.
- SAY THE WORD.
- SPELL IT.
- SAY IT AGAIN.



Sight words songs

Sight words poems

Sight words stories

Highlight, Circle, Spot.

Sight words games



Application: Creating new 

scenarios



Application: Creating new 

scenarios







Encoding!









Phonics: from one-to-one correspondences

to more complex ones.

Phonics: present sounds in isolation or in 

sets.

Phonics: review – present – practice and 

apply

Phonics: Playful and motivating. YL!

Phonics: ultimate goal: decoding and 

encoding.
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