
Fostering Global           
Citizenship 

in the Young          
Learner Classroom	  



What is a 
global 
citizen?  



A global citizen is someone who identifies with 
being part of an emerging world community… 



…and whose actions contribute to 
building this community’s values and 
practices. ~	  Ron Israel, The Global Citizens’ Initiative 

A global citizen is someone who identifies with 
being part of an emerging world community… 



We live in an interconnected world.  



We rely on 
each other  
in so many 
ways.  

 



	  	  We rely on each other for… 
	  

Trade    Political Stability    Resources    Sustainability    
    Protection   Innovation   Peace   

Communication   Health    Energy    Aid 
	  



This means our 
children need 
more skills to 
prosper in the 
globalized 
world. 



#1 Skill: 
Proficiency in a Global Language 



ENGLISH 
#1 Skill: 
Proficiency in a Global Language 





~ Carina De Oliveira 
English Teacher, Brazil 

As English teachers we can offer children a 
passport into this globalized world, using a 
language that, presently, can open doors to 
different cultures, not only to English 
speaking countries, but a whole society that 
speaks English around the globe. 

Quoted in Shin & Crandall’s (2014) Teaching Young Learners English 



How can we teach  
global 
citizenship?  



To become active    
global citizens 
students need: 
  
Knowledge  
Skills  
Values  

(Oxfam, 2015)  



The 5 
Essential 
KNOWLEDGE 
Areas  

Economy 
Technology 

Environment 
People 

Politics/civics  



•  Connect 
language 
learning to 
content areas 

•  Use topics and 
themes at 
grade level 

•  Relate content 
to learners’ 
lives locally & 
globally 

EYL Classroom Application: 
Use Thematic Units 













The 5 
Essential 
SKILLS of 
Global 
Citizenship  

                    Curiosity 
 

Critical Thinking 
 

              Participation 
 

   Communication 
 

          Conflict Resolution  
  



•  Arouse curiosity 

•  Promote     
active learning 

•  Encourage 
communication 
& collaboration 

•  Encourage 
critical thinking 

•  Encourage 
teamwork 

EYL Classroom Application: 
Use Projects & Group Work 













Culture Time Capsule 
Critical thinking activity 



Students communicate and think critically about… 
•  What are important aspects of our culture to share with 

others? 
•  What represents our culture well? honestly? 
•  What values do these objects represent? 
•  What are important aspects of culture that may change in 

the future? 
•  What is important to me vs. what is important to others 

about our culture? elders? other social groups? other 
gender? other regions? 

 



The 5 
Essential 
VALUES of 
Global 
Citizenship  

Sharing Opinions 
 

         Respecting Diversity 
 

Exercising Rights and 
Responsibilities 

 

Concern for the Environment 
 

         Making a Difference  



•  Expose YLs to 
other people, 
places, and 
cultures 

•  Motivate YLs 
care about 
others and 
protect planet 

•  Inspire YLs to 
contribute to   
our world 

EYL Classroom Application: 
Promote values and mission 



      People                



      People              Places            



      People              Places             Cultures   









PRACTICE #1 
Let’s apply this 
framework to the 
EYL classroom. 





How could you develop   
a thematic unit that 
works on global 
citizenship knowledge, 
skills, and values? 
 
Vocabulary: places 
Function: asking for and giving directions 











Relate 
content to 
children’s 
lives locally 
and globally. 





PRACTICE #2 
Let’s apply this 
framework to 
another example. 





How could you develop 
a thematic unit that 
works on global 
citizenship knowledge, 
skills, and values? 
 
Vocabulary: vegetables 
Function: talk about obligation 











To become active    
global citizens 
students need: 
  
Knowledge  
Skills  
Values  

(Oxfam, 2015)  



National Geographic Mission: 
To inspire people to          

care about the planet 



Travel is fatal to     
prejudice, bigotry,             

and narrow-mindedness... 
Broad, wholesome, 

charitable views of men    
and things cannot be 

acquired by vegetating in 
one little corner of the    

earth all one's lifetime.   
~ Mark Twain 



Explore other 
people, places, 
and cultures. 



Express their 
own culture in 

English. 



Care about 
others and 
protect our 

planet. 



Be inspired  
to contribute to 

our world. 



By developing 
active global 
citizens 
committed to 
making the 
world a great 
place to live.  



Children are the 
world's most 
valuable resource 
and its best hope 
for the future. 

~ John F. Kennedy 



Join my 
TEYL 

Facebook 
group! 



Facebook.com/joankangshin 


