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Generating ideas in exams are easier for
students to come up with when teachers
help them to...

 work within the exam template

* practise generating ideas

* rehearse and develop



“Work within the exam template”




1 Look at the flowchart and read the sentences taken

from a First Speaking test. Which part of the exam
does each sentence come from? Who said it - the
interlocutor (1) or a candidate (C)7

First Speaking test, Paper 4
Part 1

Conversation between the interlocutor and
each candidate
(2 minutas)

+

Part 2

Each candidate talks about two pictures.
(4 minutas)

+

Part 3

The two candidates collaborate to complete a
task by discussing written prompts.
(4 minutas)

+

Part 4

The interdocutor and the two candidates discuss
quastions about topics related to Part 3.
(4 minutas)

10

1

12

13

14

15

16

First of all we'd like to know something about you.
Part_1 (1)

In the first picture you can see four people skiing ...
Part_= (C)

I'm from Colombia. Part ()

I would prefer to spend my frea time skiing as in
this picture ... Part_—_ ()

And what do you like about living in Colombia?
Part __(_)

Mow, I'd like you to talk about something together
for about two minutes. Part___ ()

Maybe you could have a dinner in the evening and
then later have a little party. Part— ()

Do you prefer spending time at home or do you like
to go out in your free time?  Part_— ()

As many people can work from home with
computers, do you think more of us will move away
from cities in the future? Part__

In this part of the test, 'm going to give each of you
two photographs. Part___ ()

I'd like you to compare the photographs . ..
Part__ ()

What do you think is important, when choosing
whereto live? Part__ ()

That's right. And the last activity we can choose
might be the firework display. Part ()

I'd like you to imagine that your local town is 500
yaars old and is planning events to celebrate the
anniversary. Part___[__)

Well, 1 think at the moment with all the
opportunities and technical advances it is very easy
to work away from the office. Part__[_ )

Can you tell me about a day that you've enjoyed
recently? Part_— ()



1 =They did this very well.
2 =They did this quite well.
3 =They need to improve this part of the exam.

talk about general topics
make sure you answer the examiner'’s questions
give full answers with reasons
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speak naturally and fluently

P2
compare and contrast the two photographs 1 2 3
answer the question with reference to the two
photographs 1 2 3
answer the examiner’s supplementary question 1 2 3
give reasons for your answers and opinions 1 2 3

discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each
suggestion

compare and contrast some of the suggestions
choose the bestidea

ask for your partner's opinion

show you are listening to your partner
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use polite phrases for agreeing and disagreeing

answer the examiner'’s questions
give opinions
give reasons for your opinions
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use a wide range of language and structures



Once upon a time

Every day

One day

Because of that,

Because of that,

Until finally




T

It is much easier to communicate with
family and friends than in our
grandparents’time. Do you agree?

Notes

Things to write about:

1 letters and emails
2 telephones and mobile phones
3 yourown idea

Extract of question taken from Spotlight on First (FCE) 2" edition Hughes,). & Naunton, J National Geographic Learning &
Cengage Learning



There are various arguments for and against the view that

Another reason is that

Thirdly

On the other hand, there are arguments against. Firstly,

In addition to that,

Finally,

So, on balance, | think that




“Practise generating ideas”




| think that

| agree that

| don’t agree
that

I’'m not sure
that

exercise is good for you

travel broadens the mind

our grandparents’ lives were easier

living in the country is better than the
city

the internet has improved
communication

people spend too much time on
Facebook

because...




building a large
nightclub

putting up security
Cameras

building holiday flats

Why would these ideas
attract more tourists to
the town?

\H"‘ providing parks

having more shops

Extract of question taken from Cambridge ESOL First (FCE) sample paper



® Yes, but....

© Yes, and....



“We could attract more
tourists to our town

by...”

© Yes, and....



Music recording Which ( A television

equipment technology
will benefit the
school most?

10 tablet

Ebook readers
computers

Digital projector

What about from the perspective of...?
- The students

- The music teacher

- The English teacher

- The parents

- Other?

Spotlight on First (FCE) page 79



“Rehearse and develop”




REVIEW AND EXAM PRACTICE Units 9and 10
1 For guestions 1-8, resd the text below and decide which answer (A, B, Cor [ best fits each gap.

Sitting In fromt of a compenter soesn @n erizinly be faster and less stressful than looking fora i _C spaceand
fighting your way theough cowds of fallow shoppars. But 1s enline Swopping safer?

Soma (1] still seam 1o have some hiesitation when i oomes to online shopping, but authorities =y [ Fas in
many ways becoms mom securd than (71 prchases at an achual shore. Aftor all, every time pouuse 2 oedit
c2rd In 2 siom you (3] someona all your parsonal details and fnancal information.

Experts advisa that onling (£ rrary now be batter profected than traditional shoppers, especially f they

fiollow 2 fewr usaful Bps. Arst of alll uss one cedit cand forall (5} —, so f somieona doss use it ilegally, only one
card Is affectad.
Maxi, be caraful that you 2e0 on the sie of 2 rezl compamy. Some thisves have 5 wabsites that lookliks tha

real thing Just to get your Information and moneyg The bastway to dhwedk if 2 ste b ezl is to (7 ——for the s,
which sands for ssowre, In the Sittps’ part of the website addrass bar at the top of your browsar.

Tha final thing you c2n do to (B} safa whila shopping onlina is to absys maks surs the compenter belng used
fas a frewall 2nd up-in-date antivines software

0 Ao Eloge C parking O blami
B solos C dients D consumars

A bagains B offers C purchases D deliveries
A& vished B satup C bougit O acoessed

W= i

1 A polic

2 Adolng B paying C ghving [ making A ook B pay Cfind D cick
3 A py B wiite T ghea O copy A puotect B male C hawe D sty
4 A goods B dies Cshoes D ousiDmars

2 For guestions 9-16, rexd the taxt below. Use the word in capitals at the end of som< of tha
limias to form a word that fits in the spaca in the sams line

In recant years them haee been kois of reports on the 10 szciy spid emic afscting OEESE
marry coentries. Combing this with the 18— Increase in stress and DRANS
om affacting tha Irves of workers and you Fave a madical time bomib. AHEROUS
S0 whiena cnwe book to find effect®e (171 bo these probless? People SOLVE
In tha sowth-aast Mediterranaan are sald o enjoy oneof the N2 disis HEALTH
In the world. 5o one shedy set out to test this ballef, with 13) ——_resiits FEMARK

Thiz resmandhars found that mien from tha Ishind of Crete had tha lowest blood
prassore 2nd the lowest ates of cancer and heart attacks companad bomien in =

oifar courdnes Demdes bier arcund Fal tha Crstans wera stll [14) LIE
whamas therewesntasngle 15} in theother countries There moy SURVIVE
ba 14 coreldemtions to take Intozocount but changing toa GEME

MedRerranean style diet oould profably srtend cor lves




0 IDEAS GENERATOR

FINDING OUT MORE ABOUT ATOPIC

In the Speaking test, you might have to talk about a topic
you don't have much personal experience of, or don't feel
confident about.

Look at this list and write a number (1-3) for each topic:

1 = lknow about this topic and | can talk about it for a long time.
2 =1 know a bit about it, | can talk about it for two minutes.

3 =1 don't know anything about it and | can't talk about it.

Tourism and travel

History and traditions
Learning and education
Work and employment
Media and the Internet
Special occasions
Entertainment and sport
Fashion and current trends
Shopping and consumerism
Food and healthy living

Look back at the topics that you marked 2 or 3. Where can
you find more information about them? On the news? From
friends? In a book or magazine? On the Internet? Find out
more information and make lists of words that will help you
to talk about them.

N

Spotlight on First (FCE) page 159
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Enzo:'Well, it is a nice town, we have lots of nice buildings and
places to visit. Our food is very nice and you can have a nice time
walking through the streets. The countryside is nice and you can
have a nice view from the hills over the town.’

Spotlight on First (FCE) page 99



A future interview




. What’s the best thing about having passed your
exam?

. What motivated you to pass the exam?

. What was one early obstacle and how did you
overcome it?

. Who helped you along the way?

. What was the most important factor in helping you
Pass?

. What advice would you give to someone else who is
going to take the same exam?

Based on an idea from Jurgen Wolff’s ‘Creativity Now’ Prentice Hall



Generating ideas in exams are easier for
students to come up with when teachers
help them to...

 Work within the exam template

* Practise generating ideas

 Rehearse and develop



“Thanks for taking part!”

John Hughes
www.elteachertrainer.com
www.eltexampreparation.com
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