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Identity, voice and collaboration:
Tips for bringing big ideas from TED Talks into the 
classroom

Hetain Patel and Lewis Lansford



The Moustache
Part 1: Identity
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What does that have to 
do with learning English?



Learn a new language 
and get a new soul.

– Czech proverb



Who I feel I am

Where I’m 
from

What I do

L2 identity
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Who am I? Think again



Who I feel I am

Where I’m 
from

What I do

L2 identity
Accent: a feature, 

not a flaw

Consider using humour

Talk about uniforms, 
accent, height

Artist in 
Nottingham India, the UK

British, Indian, son, artist …



Who I feel I am

Where I’m 
from

What I do

L2 identity



The Jump

Part 2: Voice











Video Clip 



What does that have to 
do with learning English?



When I speak English I’m 
articulate, mature, and precise. 
When I speak in Hungarian I’m 
childlike, quiet, and overly 
polite. And when I speak in 
Spanish I’m loud, assertive, and 
even flirty.

–Jennifer Walker



Attitude

Style and 
toneSubstance

L2 voice





Attitude

Style and 
toneSubstance

L2 voice
Recognising tone

Being straightforward

Incredible Edible 
Todmorden

Anyone can be 
Spiderman

Warm, 
funny, 

thoughtful

Positive, open, engaged



Attitude

Style and 
toneSubstance

L2 voice



Fiesta Transformer

Part 3: Collaboration















What does that have to 
do with learning English?



A:  Excuse me, I’m looking 
for …

B: Hetain? He’s …
A: Oh, right over there! 

Thanks!



Creating and 
innovating

In most 
communicationIn the classroom

L2 collaboration



LATIF NASSER

The amazing story of the man who gave 
us modern pain relief



Creating and 
innovating

In most 
communicationIn the classroom

L2 collaboration

Collaborative 
listening

Challenge

Agreeing, 
disagreeing, 
conceding

Learning 
from his dad

Hanging out 
with his dad

Making art 
with his dad



Creating and 
innovating

In most 
communicationIn the classroom

L2 collaboration



Remember these big ideas

VoiceIdentity

Collaboration



Questions? 
Comments?
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Join us!
Subscribe to join authors, teacher trainers, 

National Geographic Explorers, and speakers from 
the TED stage, to discuss topics and ideas relevant 

to the 21st century English Language educator. 

NGL.Cengage.com/webinars

Follow us!
Follow our blog to stay connected with the 
English Language learning community and 
find articles and interviews with authors, 

National Geographic Explorers, and 
speakers from the TED stage.

NGL.Cengage.com/infocus

Webinars
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