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Gateway to Social Studies is a unique program designed to introduce  
social studies terms and skills. 

This program provides teachers with the opportunity to:

w Teach standards-based concepts through focused lessons

w Engage with visuals to illustrate concepts and strategies and teach key vocabulary

w Prepare students for social studies core programs and state assessments

Do your students need help meeting  
social studies content standards?  
Gateway to Social Studies is the answer!

Gateway to Social Studies

Teaches vocabulary and concepts from four major social studies areas and includes a section 
that focuses on Social Studies Resources:

Geography World History American History Civics and 
Government

Physical Geography
Human and Cultural Geography
North America
South America 
Europe
North Africa and the Middle East
Sub-Saharan Africa
South Asia
East Asia
Southeast Asia and Australia

The Earliest Humans
The Earliest Societies
Ancient Civilizations 
Classical Civilizations
Europe in the Middle Ages
The Later Middle Ages 
Early African and American 

Civilizations 
The Age of Exploration
The Renaissance
The Reformation 
Enlightenment and Revolution
European Imperialism
The Industrial Revolution
The Rise of Nationalism 
Reform and Revolution 
World War I
World War II 
Post–World War II 
Globalization 

Early Native Americans 
Early Explorers and Settlers 
Colonial America 
The American Revolution 
The New Nation
The Nation Grows 
Expansion and Reform
The End of the Frontier 
A Nation Divided 
The Civil War
Reconstruction and the  

New South 
The Industrial Revolution
The Spanish-American War and 

the United States as a  
World Power

Inventors, Reformers, and the 
New Americans

The United States in  
World War I

The 1920s
The Great Depression and the 

New Deal 
The United States in World War II
Suburbanization and the Cold War
The Civil Rights Era 
The Vietnam War
The United States in the 

Twenty-first Century

Origins and Structure of  
Our Government 

The Legislative Branch
The Executive Branch
The Judicial Branch 
The Duties, Responsibilities, 

and Rights of United States 
Citizens

Voting and Elections
Governments Around the World

Beginning to Intermediate

Table of Contents

Program Overview 3 2 Program Overview



Every lesson follows a four-page format:

The first two pages of each lesson illustrate topic-based vocabulary in a picture dictionary format. Easy-to-access 
visuals along with comprehension questions work together to teach social studies content words in context.

The last two pages of each lesson teach standards-based concepts related to the lesson vocabulary and topic.  
These concepts are accompanied by social studies skill practice, academic vocabulary, comprehension checks, 
research assignments, and writing activities.

Standards-based social 
studies concepts, 
directly related to 
the lesson vocabulary 
taught on the previous 
page, are introduced 
and assessed.

Social studies 
vocabulary is 
introduced in a picture 
dictionary format.

t
t

Teach standards-based concepts through focused lessons
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BA

Engage with visuals to illustrate concepts and strategies and teach key vocabulary

B

A

The Word Study box demonstrates useful and important 

characteristics of key vocabulary words. Features may 

include explaining how prefixes and suffixes function 

in vocabulary words or that some words have multiple 

meanings.

Each lesson begins with a Focus 

Question and a list of key 

Vocabulary Words related to 

the lesson topic to help direct 

student learning.
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Engage with visuals to illustrate concepts and strategies and teach key vocabulary

C

D

E

The Vocabulary in Context 

box contextualizes words 

from the vocabulary list with 

an informational reading that 

provides an overview of the topic.

Check Your Understanding questions assess 

vocabulary and reading comprehension and 

provide the opportunity to apply knowledge to 

Critical Thinking questions.

The Timeline feature found in 

the World and American History 

sections provide students with a 

visual mapping of key historical 

dates.
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B

A
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Lesson readings are concise 

and contextualized. Readings 

help students relate to content 

vocabulary and define key social 

studies concepts.

The Social Studies Skill section 

focuses on building graphic literacy 

skills such as reading charts and 

graphs or common social studies 

skills like making observations and 

organizing data.

The Academic Vocabulary 

teaches vocabulary that is 

critical to understanding 

content words taught across 

all academic disciplines.
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D

E

F

Prepare students for social studies core programs and state assessments

The Research and Inquiry 

section provides additional 

questions for students to 

research by using the Internet, 

the library, or their social 

studies textbooks.

The Writing section gives 

students the opportunity to 

demonstrate what they’ve 

learned from the lesson while 

practicing writing skills.

Feature boxes such as Primary Sources, Kids Around 

the World, and Kids in History showcase excerpts from 

authentic sources like the Declaration of Independence or 

real-life stories from the youth of a particular time period. 

These features help students make real-world connections 

and gain perspective of a particular time and place.

Program Overview 7 6 Program Overview



8 Teachable Lessons



Teachable Lessons 9 



Teachable Lessons 11 10 Teachable Lessons



Teachable Lessons 11 10 Teachable Lessons



Teachable Lessons 13 12 Teachable Lessons



Teachable Lessons 13 12 Teachable Lessons



Teachable Lessons 15 14 Teachable Lessons



Teachable Lessons 15 14 Teachable Lessons



9 7 8 1 1 3 3 5 8 8 7 3 3

9 0 0 0 0

The complete Gateway to Social Studies package offers the materials needed to 
introduce, practice, and assess content standards found on state exams.

Student Edition
The Student Edition presents globally 
and culturally relevant lessons through 
beautiful images and engaging content 
including Primary Source documents. 

The Student Edition features:

w Four sections to ensure academic 
success:  Geography, World History, 
American History, and Government

w Four-page lessons presenting 
vocabulary and key social studies 
concepts in a highly visual format 
for increased comprehension

Teacher’s Edition
The Gateway to Social Studies Teacher’s 
Edition provides instructors with 
teaching suggestions and highly 
accessible descriptions of social studies 
content introduced in every lesson. 

The Teacher’s Edition features:

w Point-of-use instruction and 
teaching tips for each lesson 
presented in a wraparound format

w NCSS standards identified at the 
beginning of each lesson

w Differentiated instruction through 
multi-level support, scaffolding, and 
extension activities to ensure access 
for all students 

Online Image Gallery
The Online Image Gallery houses 
every visual in the student text to aid 
student comprehension of content-
area vocabulary and concepts. These 
include maps, paintings, pictures, and 
timelines.

Student Workbook
The Gateway to Social Studies Workbook 
provides practice activities for each 
lesson in the student text including 
extension readings (including Primary 
Source documents), virtual field trips, 
and oral presentations.

Assessment CD-ROM  
with ExamView®

The Assessment CD-ROM with 
ExamView® features customizable test-
generating software aligned to NCSS 
standards. 

Audio CDs
The Audio CDs feature ALL readings 
to boost auditory learning and reading 
fluency of social studies content.

Request your examination copy today!

Visit us at elt.heinle.com, contact your National Geographic Learning 
Representative, or call 877-633-3375.

To place an order, call 800-354-9706.

Student Text (hardcover) 978-1-4240-1811-6
Student Text (softcover) 978-1-111-22222-2
Workbook 978-1-4240-1733-1
Audio CDs 978-1-4240-1819-2
Teacher’s Edition  978-1-111-22221-5
Assessment CD-ROM with ExamView® 978-1-4240-1820-8
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