
Generic Pacing Guide

16 17

Musical Cards Make enough copies of one mini picture card 
for each child in class, minus one. Then add one mini picture 
card of a different item. Pass around mini picture cards while 
you play the unit song. Stop the music. Ask who has the 
special card, for example Who has [the apple]? The child 
who has this picture card holds it up. Start the music again 
and repeat the activity. Alternative: Tape mini picture cards 
to the floor in a circle. There should be one for every child in 
class. Play the unit song, and encourage children to dance 
around the circle. From time to time, stop the music and ask 
who has various cards. For example, ask Who has the apple? 
Who has the juice? Who has the cookie?

Variation: Play the versions of the game listed above. 
However, when you stop the music, have children tell you 
which mini picture card they have. 

Bingo Give each child a set of mini picture cards. Have each 
child choose three cards from his or her set and place them 
facing up. Call out the words for the items on the cards one 
by one. Keep track of the words you call out. When children 
hear a word for a picture they have, they should turn over 
that mini picture card. The first child or children to turn over 
all three of their cards calls out Bingo!

Finish a Pattern Show children a pattern of mini picture cards. 
Have children tell you the name of the item that should be next 
in the pattern, and then add a mini picture card of that item to 
the end of the pattern. Have children continue adding to the 
pattern. Be sure to make enough copies of the mini picture 
cards in the pattern for this activity. 

Put in Order Give each child a set of mini picture cards. Say 
the words in a certain order. Repeat the words in that same 
order slowly, several times. As you say the words, have 
children place their cards in that order. 

Favorites Survey Have children sit in a circle. Give children 
a set of mini picture cards for a unit category, such as 
animals, toys, or foods. Ask children to choose their 
favorite and to take out the mini picture card for that item. 
For each item ask Are [apples] your favorite? Children with 
that favorite will give you their picture cards. Place all of the 
cards together in a row. Do this for each item in the category. 
When you are finished, have children figure out which item 
was the most popular. If children can count high enough, 
they can count the number of “votes” each item got. If they 

cannot count high enough, have them compare the length of 
each line of cards to find the longest.

Other Games

Telephone Put children in a line. Whisper a sentence with the 
target phrase to the first child. For example, say There are 
two trains. Have that child whisper the sentence to the next 
child. Continue until the last child in line hears the sentence. 
That child says the sentence out loud. Is it the same sentence 
you told the first child?

Word in the Song When reviewing a song children have already 
learned, leave out a word. Have children tell you the missing 
word. Alternative: When reviewing a song, have children listen 
for a word that appears more than once in the song. Have 
children hold up their hand when they hear the word. 

Touch and Guess To review words children have already 
learned, put an example of one of the items in a bag.  For 
example, if children are learning about toys, you might put a 
small ball, doll, or a toy truck in the bag. Have a child come 
to the front, put his or her hand in bag, feel the item, and 
guess what it is. Take the item out of the bag and show it to 
children to see if the child guessed correctly. Then, without 
children seeing, place a new item in the bag. Have a new 
child feel and guess the next object. 

Treasure Hunt Prepare a treasure hunt before children arrive 
at class. Place items for target words around the class. For 
example, place a shirt and pants for a unit on clothes, or 
a stuffed cat and dog for the unit on pets. Put children in 
teams. Tell each team what item they need to look for. After 
the hunt, have each group bring their item to the front and 
say the name for the item.
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Lesson 1
Theme Introduction
1. Warm Up

2. Review

3. Introduce the Theme

4. Teach the Vocabulary

5. End the Lesson

Lesson 5
Content Concepts Presentation
1. Warm Up

2. Review

3. Teach the Content Concept Vocabulary

4. End the Lesson

Lesson 3
Vocabulary Practice
1. Warm Up

2. Review

3. Practice the Vocabulary

4. End the Lesson

Lesson 7
Language Use
1. Warm Up

2. Review

3. Use Language

4. End the Lesson

Lesson 4
Song/The Sounds of English
1. Warm Up

2. Review

3. Teach the Song

4. Teach the Sound

5. End the Lesson

Lesson 8
Unit Review
1. Warm Up

2. Vocabulary

3. Content Concepts

4. Language Use

5. End the Lesson 

Lesson 2
Vocabulary Presentation 
1. Warm Up

2. Review

3. Teach the Vocabulary

4. End the Lesson

Lesson 6
Content Concepts Practice
1. Warm Up

2. Review

3. Practice the Content Concepts

4. End the Lesson
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