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National Geographic Ladders Readers 

National Geographic Ladders Science 

National Geographic Global Issues

• Access texts from most tablets, smartphones, or 
 computers (PC/Mac)

• Interact with text through highlighting, note taking, 
 and definitions

• Find keywords with simple search feature
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Explore With Us!
Differentiation at its Best

K–8 
Supplemental 
Science 
Solutions

Digital options make supplemental  
science solutions come alive

Most 

eBooks 

available in 

English and 

Spanish

Explore More at
NGL.Cengage.com/school

This group begins a geocaching  
adventure by logging on to  
the geocaching Web site. 

Read to Find Out How can technology be used in a quest?GENRE Informational Text 

What You Need
• internet access

•  a GPS device or  

a GPS-enabled  

mobile phone

• an adult

A High-Tech Treasure Hunt
by Anthony Tibbs

You may know about treasure hunts that took place in the 

past, but did you know that treasure hunts exist today?  

Many people participate in geocaching, a high-tech treasure-

hunting game. Geo means “Earth” and cache means “hiding 

place” or “something that is hidden,” so a geocache is a  

treasure that is hidden outside. Geocachers use technology 

to locate the treasure. Just follow the steps on these pages 

and you can be a geocacher, too!
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Latitude is distance 
north or south of the 
equator. Latitude lines 
are horizontal. 

Longitude is distance 
east or west of the Prime 
Meridian. Longitude  
lines are vertical.

Latitude and Longitude
The coordinates of the red dot on the map are 30  

degrees north latitude and 90 degrees west longitude. 

Step 1: Go Online
Begin the quest online by registering on the geocaching Web site  

and looking for a geocache location near you. Then find its coordinates 

on the Web site. Coordinates are a set of numbers that identify a  

location on a map or a graph. In geocaching, the coordinates are  

the latitude and longitude for the location of the geocache.
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Native Americans and French explorers 

usually avoided the Badlands because 

traveling through it was difficult and 

dangerous. Today roads, maps, and 

clearly-marked trails make traveling 

easier. Tired, thirsty hikers can return to 

air-conditioned vehicles with a deeper 

appreciation of this marvel of nature. 

There are other badlands in the world. 

Like Badlands National Park, all 

badlands seem like places on another 

planet. The South Dakota Badlands are 

one of the most famous in the world.  

They contain some of the weirdest and 

most wonderful rocks around.

Check In What causes rocks in the Badlands to have unusual shapes?

WINDOWS Weathering and erosion formed this 
window in the Wall at Badlands National Park.

WORMHOLES Some sandstone rocks 
sport pencil-thin holes called wormholes. Most 
geologists think the holes were left by ancient 
roots, not worms.

POPCORN When some clay-rich rocks get soaked, 
they dry into a bumpy, sticky surface called popcorn.

ARMORED MUD BALLS Flowing water rolls 
a piece of sticky clay mud into a ball. The mud ball 
rolls down a gully, picking up sand and pebbles. The 
pebbles form a layer of “armor” around the mud ball.

Boo! It’s a hoodoo. The top layer of rock 
is more resistant than the layers under 
it. The harder rock forms a “cap.” The cap 
protects underlying rock from erosion.

Hiking through the Badlands can be like going 
on a scavenger hunt. What other outlandish 
land features might visitors discover here?
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Supplemental Science Solutions
Elementary Grades Secondary Grades > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > >

Content-Based Chapter Books—Grades 3–8
Series of Science-Based Adventure Chapter Books

•  Introduces complex scientific information within 
the context of an engaging story

•  Supports academic vocabulary development

•  Use problem-solving and research skills to solve 
science-based mysteries.

Gateway to Science—Grades 6–8

Vocabulary and Concepts

•  Boost success in science for students who are not reading at 
grade level or who have other special needs

•  Follows a four-page format that develops the vocabulary and 
concepts needed for science

•  Prepares students for science core programs as well as state and 
national assessments.

National Geographic Global Issues—Grades 5–8

Bring World Issues into Focus for All Students

•  Informational texts for secondary science and social studies 
content

•  Three reading levels to reach every student

•  Case studies examine current issues in multiple parts of the world

Content-Based Readers—Grades K–3
Support and Extend Core Content

•  Key Science concepts, vocabulary, problem 
solving strategies, and writing

•  Teach core content as students explore how 
Science relates to everyday life.

Concept Big Books—Grades K–3
Vivid and Colorful Big Books Ideal for Building 
Background Knowledge!

•  Engage and motivate students

•  Build an interactive learning community.

Least  
Challenging

Most  
Challenging

Theme Sets—Grades 3–8

Differentiated Instruction

•  Scaffolded instruction supports the learning of content and nonfiction text skills

•  Cover the same key concepts at four different levels of readability.

Scaffolded  and Focused  Instruction

Reading Expeditions—Grades 3–8
Essential Core Content Plus Nonfiction  
Reading Skills and Strategies

•  Builds content knowledge combined with nonfiction 
reading skills and strategies

•  Provides a range of nonfiction genres including 
narrative, expository and procedural text.

Become An Expert Books—Grades K–2
Unlock the Big Ideas in Science for All Learners

•  Topical books at three reading/difficulty levels to 
match students’ ability levels

•  Students form “Expert Teams” to delve deeper into 
the unit’s “Big Ideas.” 

Windows on Literacy—Grades K–3
Leveled Nonfiction Readers

•  Engages and motivates students to read 
informational text

•  Crafted to provide supports and challenges 
matched to students’ reading levels

•  Integrates literacy development with science, social 
studies, and math.

Language, Literacy & Vocabulary Reading Expeditions—Grades 3–8

Literacy Development and Grade-Level Content

•  Student books are designed with supportive text in 
manageable chunks

•  Scaffolded learning supports build nonfiction literacy

•  Visually-rich student books make content come to life.

Dual Language

Language, Literacy & Vocabulary Windows on Literacy—Grades K–3

Literacy Development and Grade-Level Content

•  Leveled books with compelling visuals engage 
diverse learners

•  Academic vocabulary and comprehension skills are 
supported with striking graphics

•  Stunning photography opens the door of the real 
world to students.

Dual Language
National Geographic Ladders Readers—Grades 3–5

Same Great Content, Four Different Reading Levels

•  Laddered approach to leveled readers  
to differentiate for a shared experience

•  Compelling selections utilizing  
National Geographic visuals

•  On-Level eBooks are available in both English  
and Spanish.

Explore On Your Own Books—Grades K–5
Flexible Science Exploration Books 

•  Leveled books carry forward the topical exploration

•  Provide the opportunity for students to independently 
apply multiple reading comprehension strategies.

O N  Y O U R  O W N

Life
  Science

PATHFINDER EDITION

By Rebecca L. Johnson
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Explorer Book Collection—Grades 2–6
A Series of Books for Independent Reading

•  Draws on articles from the National Geographic 
Explorer Program

•  Differentiated informational texts in Science 
content areas

•  Pathfinder Edition is available in both English  
and Spanish.

National Geographic Ladders Science—Grades 2–8
Differentiated Informational Text Readers

•  Experience Life, Earth, Physical Science, and 
STEM topics with a "Laddered" approach

• Teach Next Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS) content

•  On-Level eBooks are available in both English 
and Spanish. 

888-915-3276
NGL.Cengage.com/school


