
Dual Language Model Structure National Geographic Reach Resource

SEPARATION OF LANGUAGES FOR CONTENT AREA INSTRUCTION

At each grade, Science and Social Studies 
content concepts and vocabulary are taught 
in Spanish and may be enhanced through a 
variety of activities that utilize materials in 
English during other parts of the instructional 
day.

At grades 2–5, fi fty percent of the Reading/
Language Arts block is taught in English and 
may be enriched through a variety of English 
activities that extend previous learning in 
Spanish.

At each level of National Geographic Reach, 
every unit focuses on either Science or Social 
Studies concepts and vocabulary.  Lessons 
within the units can enhance previous 
instruction in Spanish related to the same 
themes.  These enhancements may be 
delivered during English Reading/Language 
Arts (grades 2–5) and Specialized Content-Area 
Vocabulary Enrichment (grades 3–5) periods or 
as resources during Bilingual Learning Centers 
(grades K–2) or Bilingual Resource Center 
activities (grades 3–5).  Digital options also 
allow all units to be used as computer support 
(see Computer Support below).

SPECIALIZED CONTENTAREA VOCABULARY ENRICHMENT

For students at grades 3–5, Specialized 
Content-Area Vocabulary Enrichment periods 
use English materials to provide further 
enhancement of vocabulary previously taught 
in Spanish during Science and Social Studies.

In National Geographic Reach, resources, such 
as translations of Key Words and interactive 
vocabulary activities, provide support 
for specialized content-area vocabulary 
enrichment.  Because the material is based 
on grade-level standards, these instructional 
activities align perfectly with the content 
concepts and vocabulary instruction previously 
delivered in Spanish.

Implementing National Geographic Reach 
in a Dual Language Setting

Share What You Know 
1  Choose your two favorite  

animals. Think about how the two  
animals could be friends. How  
could they help each other?

2  Make a comic strip. Show your  
two animal friends helping  
each other.

3  Share your comic strip with  
the class.

Build Background: Watch a video about animals working together.
 NGReach.com

Unit at a Glance
 Language: Express Likes and Dislikes, 

Retell a Story
 Literacy: Synthesize
 Content: Partnerships in Nature

Unit  

7

How do living 
things depend 
on each other?

?
Big  
Question

Best 
Buddies

404

Share What You Know
1 Choose your two favorite  

animals. Think about how the two  
animals could be friends. How 
could they help each other?

2 Make a comic strip. Show your  
two animal friends helping  
each other.

3 Share your comic strip with 
the class.

Build Background: Watch a video about animals working together.
 NGReach.com

Share What You Know 
1  Make a quilt square that tells  

about you, your family, or your  
culture.

2  Put all the squares together to  
make a class quilt.

3  Tell the class about your square.  
What does the quilt say about  
the United States?

Build Background: Watch a video about America’s national identity and symbols.
 NGReach.com

Unit at a Glance
 Language: Make a Request, Express 

Intentions
 Literacy: Reading Strategy Review
 Content: Patriotism

Unit  

8

My square tells 

about my family.

What does 
America 
mean to you?

?
Big  
Question

Our 
United 
States

472

BO LETÍ N  D E  N OTI C IAS

© NGSP & HB

Qué estamos leyendo
Estimado miembro de la familia,
“¿Cómo cambian los animales a medida que crecen?” 
Esta es la gran pregunta que estamos explorando en esta 
unidad. Para responderla, estamos leyendo, escribiendo 
y hablando acerca del crecimiento y el cambio. ¡Sea 
parte de nuestra exploración! Con su estudiante, lea las 
Nuevas Palabras en la siguiente página. Luego siga estas 
instrucciones.

Instrucciones:
 1. Hablen acerca de la manera en que su estudiante está 

cambiado a medida que va creciendo. Intenten usar 
algunas de las Nuevas Palabras en su conversación.

 2. Usen el siguiente espacio para dibujar o para escribir 
acerca de algo importante que haya ocurrido a su 
estudiante durante su crecimiento.

 3. Recuerde a su estudiante traer la descripción o dibujo 
completos a clase.

“Guess What I’ll Be?” 
En este libro de preguntas los lectores ven en qué  
se convierten diferentes animales jóvenes cuando 
crecen.

“Ruby in Her Own Time”  
por Jonathan Emmett
Un patito crece lentamente, pero cuando llega  
el momento de volar, deja a todos sorprendidos.

“Turtles: From Eggs to Ocean”  
por Mariana Fuentes
La exploradora Mariana Fuentes describe cómo nacen 
las tortugas marinas.

“A Butterfly Is Born”  
por Fran Downey
La autora describe el ciclo de vida de una mariposa.

“Caterpillar”  
por Nikki Grimes
En este poema, la narradora se compara con una oruga.

Family Newsletter 4 in Spanish 

N E W S L E T T E R

© NGSP & HB

What We’re Reading

Family Newsletter 4 in English 

Dear Family Member,
“How do animals change as they grow?” That is the 
big question we are exploring in this unit. To answer 
it, we are reading, writing, and talking about growth 
and change. Be a part of our exploration! With your 
student, read the New Words on the next page. Then 
follow these directions.

Directions:
 1. Talk together about how your student has 

changed as he or she has grown. Try to use  
some of the New Words in your discussion. 

 2. Using the space below, work together to  
write about, or draw a picture of, something 
important that has happened to your student 
while growing up.

 3. Remind your student to bring the completed 
description or drawing to class.

“Guess What I’ll Be?” 
In this question book, readers see what different 
young animals grow up to be. 

“Ruby in Her Own Time”  
by Jonathan Emmett
A duckling grows slowly, but when it’s time to 
fly, she surprises everyone.

“Turtles: From Eggs to Ocean”  
by Mariana Fuentes
Explorer Mariana Fuentes describes how baby 
sea turtles are born. 

“A Butterfly Is Born”  
by Fran Downey
The author describes the life cycle of a butterfly.

“Caterpillar”  
by Nikki Grimes
In this poem, the speaker compares herself to a 
caterpillar. 

Aprenda y juegue con palabras.  NGReach.com

New Words in Spanish © NGSP & HB

Semanas 3 y 4

Semanas 1 y 2

Nuevas Palabras

adult 
adulto

baby 
bebé

before 
antes

egg 
huevo

form 
forma

grow 
crecer

hatch 
empollar

inside 
interior

nest 
nido

shape 
forma

size 
tamaño

time 
tiempo

attach 
sujetar

born  
nacer

butterfly 
mariposa

caterpillar 
oruga

change 
cambiar

chrysalis 
crisálida 

color 
color 

hard 
duro

insect 
insecto

pupa 
pupa

sequence 
secuencia
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Learn and play with words.  NGReach.com

New Words in English © NGSP & HB

Weeks 3 and 4

Weeks 1 and 2

New Words

adult

baby

before

egg

form

grow

hatch

inside

nest

shape

size

time

attach

born 

butterfly

caterpillar

change

chrysalis

color

hard 

insect

pupa

sequence
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COMPUTER SUPPORT

For students in Grades 3–5, computer lab 
activities using English can enhance Science 
and Social Studies content concepts and 
vocabulary lessons previously taught in 
Spanish.

Each level of National Geographic Reach 
provides a rich collection of computer activities 
in English that support content concept and 
vocabulary development previously taught in 
Spanish.

LEARNING CENTERS AND RESOURCE CENTERS

To promote interactive learning environments, 
this model incorporates the use of bilingual 
materials in learning and resource center 
activities.  In learning centers, students work 
on projects in bilingual pairs/groups.  Resource 
centers off er bilingual reference materials for 
bilingual pairs/groups to use as they conduct 
research.

In National Geographic Reach, Independent 
Work and Learning Center activities provide 
interactive, collaborative, language-rich 
resources in English for students to use in 
learning and resource centers.

LANGUAGE OF THE DAY

During non-instructional moments of each 
day, called Language of the Day periods, 
teachers may utilize a variety of oral language-
rich activities.  On Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays, these activities are conducted in 
Spanish; on Tuesdays and Thursdays, these 
activities are conducted in English.

National Geographic Reach off ers an array 
of resources for the Language of the Day 
periods.  These activities include engaging 
songs, motivating read-alouds, selection audio 
resources, and prompts for daily discussion.

NGSP.com 
888-915-3276
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