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Grade 3COMMON CORE RE ADERS

Make a Difference

The book focuses on making a 
difference in a community setting.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Jane Addams: 
Champion of the Poor”—a 
biography about Jane Addams 
and the impact she had as a social 
reformer

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Stone Soup”—a 
fable about the importance of 
sharing with one another

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Community 
Gardens Make a Difference”—
an opinion piece about how 
community gardens can make a 
difference in a number of ways

430L—6 pack 9780736294751
550L—6 pack 9780736294768
690L—6 pack 9780736294775
840L—6 pack 9780736294782

Dinosaurs

The focus of this book is on 
dinosaurs and other prehistoric 
creatures.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “What Happened 
to the Dinosaurs?”—a science 
article about three theories of how 
dinosaurs became extinct

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Digging Up the 
Past”—a third-person narrative 
about a field paleontologist’s 
discovery of a mosasaur on a 
Nebraska ranch

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Extreme 
Dinosaurs”—a science article 
about dinosaurs with extreme 
features

410L—6 pack 9780736294799
530L—6 pack 9780736294805
680L—6 pack 9780736294812
840L—6 pack 9780736294829

Amazing Plants

This book explores the amazing 
world of plants.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “The King’s 
Tree”—a myth about how the 
mango tree came to be

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Extreme 
Plants”—a science article about 
some of the world’s most extreme 
and unusual plants

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “The Plant 
Hunt”—a play about a class trip to 
a botanic garden

450L—6 pack 9780736294836
570L—6 pack 9780736294843
710L—6 pack 9780736294850
820L—6 pack 9780736294867

All Together Now

This book takes a look at the value 
of working together.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Together”—a 
poem about people working 
together to create a thriving 
community

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “The 
Argument”—a realistic fiction story 
about how one group of students 
learned a lesson in collaboration 
from a colony of harvester ants

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Helping Hands”—
An opinion piece about Habitat for 
Humanity

420L—6 pack 9780736294874
540L—6 pack 9780736294881
710L—6 pack 9780736294898
840L—6 pack 9780736294904



Grade 3COMMON CORE RE ADERS

Mixed-Up Matter

This book takes a humorous look 
at mixing matter.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Milo, Simon, and 
the Barking Gloop”—a humorous 
fiction story about what happens 
when a kid scientist adds a secret 
ingredient to a simple mixture

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “How to Make 
Gloop”—a how-to article that 
provides the steps to make gloop, 
a silly-putty-like substance

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Milo, Simon, and 
the Giant Eruption”—a humorous 
fiction story about kid scientists 
Milo and Simon, who continue 
their misadventures with matter

380L—6 pack 9780736294911
490L—6 pack 9780736294928
640L—6 pack 9780736294935
800L—6 pack 9780736294942

Birthday Celebrations

The focus of this book is on 
birthday traditions.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “International 
Birthday Bash”—a social studies 
article that explores birthday 
traditions around the world

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “How to Make a 
Rainbow Cake”—a how-to article 
outlines the steps for making 
a color version of a birthday 
tradition—the birthday cake

450L—6 pack 9780736294959
570L—6 pack 9780736294966
720L—6 pack 9780736294973
840L—6 pack 9780736294980

Forces of Nature

The focus of this book is that water 
is one of the forces of nature that 
shapes Earth’s surface.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Paul Bunyan 
and Babe the Blue Ox”—a folk 
tale presented in a graphic story 
format that tells how Paul and 
Babe formed the 10,000 lakes in 
Minnesota, the Great Lakes, and 
the Grand Canyon

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Water’s Might”—a 
science article that explains the 
power water has had on shaping 
Earth’s surface

450L—6 pack 9780736294997
580L—6 pack 9780736295000
720L—6 pack 9780736295017
810L—6 pack 9780736295024

Onward!

This book takes a look at Antarctica 
and explorers of that continent.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Bottom of the 
World”—three haiku poems that 
describe Antarctica

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “The Heroic Age of 
Antarctic Exploration”—a history 
article about this heroic age, with 
a focus on Scott, Amundsen, and 
Shackleton

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Andrew’s 
Antarctic Adventure”—a third-
person narrative about a modern-
day Antarctic explorer—digital 
nomad, Andrew Evans

400L—6 pack 9780736295031
490L—6 pack 9780736295048
670L—6 pack 9780736295055
820L—6 pack 9780736295062



Grade 4COMMON CORE RE ADERS

It’s a Home Run

The focus of this book is on 
baseball and baseball traditions.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Take Me Out to 
the Ball Game”—lyrics to the song

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “The Old Ball 
Game”—a history article about 
baseball, a few of its traditions, and 
several famous players

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Baseball Around 
the World”—a sports article 
that tells where around the 
world baseball is played; some 
international players that are in the 
U.S. Hall of Fame; info on the World 
Baseball Classic

470L—6 pack 9780736295376
640L—6 pack 9780736295383
830L—6 pack 9780736295390
930L—6 pack 9780736295406

Lend Me a Paw

This book is about service animals, 
therapy animals, and guide dogs.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Animals Can!”—a 
social studies article that tells 
about the different classification of 
animals that help humans, such as 
service animals, guide dogs, and 
beasts of burden/pack animals

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “The Navy Marine 
Mammal Program”—an opinion 
piece about the pros and cons of 
this service program

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “One Smart 
Dog!”—a personal narrative about 
a woman and her guide dog

510L—6 pack 9780736295413
650L—6 pack 9780736295420
800L—6 pack 9780736295437
910L—6 pack 9780736295444

High Points

This is a book about the high 
points in the U.S. (mostly), with 
first-hand and second-hand 
accounts of an expedition that a 
young boy had climbing the high 
points in all 50 states.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Up High”—A 
short reference article about the 
world’s highest summits and the 
50 high points in the U.S.

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “The 50-50-50 
Expedition”—a personal narrative 
that is written as a first-hand 
account by a young boy who had 
an adventure climbing the 50 high 
points in the 50 states in fewer 
than 50 days

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Kaylee’s 
Account”—a personal narrative 
that is written as a second-hand 
account by the 50-50-50 boy’s 
sister, Kaylee, who gives her take 
on her brother’s expedition.

550L—6 pack 9780736295451
670L—6 pack 9780736295468
770L—6 pack 9780736295475
930L—6 pack 9780736295482

Nature’s Genius

The focus of this book is 
biomimicry—how people have 
copied nature to create products 
that solve problems.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Mimicking 
Nature”—a science article that 
gives different examples of 
products that copy nature’s genius, 
such as material that mimics shark 
skin so swimmers can swim faster.

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Rain Gardens to 
the Rescue”—an opinion piece 
that tells how rain gardens can 
help prevent runoff

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Biobots”—a 
science article about robots that 
have been created to mimic 
animals’ movements (and again to 
solve problems)

550L—6 pack 9780736295499
660L—6 pack 9780736295505
800L—6 pack 9780736295512
910L—6 pack 9780736295529



Grade 4COMMON CORE RE ADERS

Animals Invade!

This book is about invasive species, 
specifically the cane toad in 
Australia.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Invasive Species 
Everywhere!”—a humorous poem 
about invasive species

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Toadal 
Takeover”—a science article on the 
cane toad and how it has become 
a real problem in Australia

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Lila’s Smile”—a 
fantasy story about a cane toad 
that wants to return to the cane 
toad’s native land in South America

520L—6 pack 9780736295536
670L—6 pack 9780736295543
780L—6 pack 9780736295550
900L—6 pack 9780736295567

The Quest

The book has three selections that 
focus on a quest.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Jason and the 
Golden Fleece”—a graphic version 
of the myth of Jason and the 
Argonauts’ quest for the golden 
fleece

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Dreams of 
Treasure”—a folk tale about a poor 
man’s dream that leads him to 
treasure

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Geocaching: 
A High-Tech Treasure Hunt”—a 
how-to article that outlines the 
procedure for finding a geocache 
using the Internet and GPS

470L—6 pack 9780736295574
640L—6 pack 9780736295581
830L—6 pack 9780736295598
940L—6 pack 9780736295604

Moon Mysteries

The focus of this book is the 
phases of the moon and partial 
lunar eclipses.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “The Sock Sneak 
Mystery”—a fun play set at a 
summer camp; kids figure out who 
the sock sneak is using the phases 
of the moon to figure out when it 
will be darkest (new moon), which 
is when the sock sneak strikes

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Observing the 
Moon”—a brief science article that 
discusses the phases of the moon 
and eclipses

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “The Fire Dog That 
Bites the Moon”—a Korean folk 
tale that attempts to “explain” what 
happens during an eclipse of the 
moon

560L—6 pack 9780736295611
680L—6 pack 9780736295628
800L—6 pack 9780736295635
930L—6 pack 9780736295642

Worth Saving

This book is about endangered 
and extinct species.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Every Living 
Thing”—a science article that looks 
at endangered and extinct species

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Saving Puldunny 
Pond”—a realistic fiction story 
about kids in Oregon who save 
their mosquito-ridden pond by 
using the chubb minnow (an 
endangered species) to try to solve 
the problem

Selection 3:” STARS Wild and 
Free”—a funny, fantasy story 
about ugly endangered animals 
that band together to make a 
documentary to call attention to 
their plight—even ugly animals 
are “worth saving”

500L—6 pack 9780736295659
660L—6 pack 9780736295666
800L—6 pack 9780736295673

930L—6 pack 9780736295680



Grade 5COMMON CORE RE ADERS

Many Cultures

This book takes a look at the 
influences of many cultures from 
around the world.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “A Nation of Many 
Cultures”—a history article about 
immigrants that have come to the 
U.S. and influenced the culture 
with various festivals, traditions, 
etc.

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Lion Dances and 
Dim Sum”—an opinion piece 
written by a woman who adopted 
a son from China

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Tricksters 
Everywhere You Turn”—various 
trickster folk tales from around the 
world

750L—6 pack 9780736295994
820L—6 pack 9780736296007
900L—6 pack 9780736296014
1010L—6 pack 9780736296021

Catch the Light

This book takes a different look at 
light and darkness in our days and 
nights.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Bright Lights Have 
a Dark Side”—a science article 
about the loss of the night sky 
because of bright lights—is all 
of that night light too much of a 
good thing?

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “The Light 
Catchers”—a realistic fiction story 
that includes a fantasy story-
within-a-story that is told by a 
grandfather who tries to explain 
the 24 hours of darkness that 
happens in the winter in Barrow, 
Alaska

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Daylight Saving 
Time—Pro or Con?”—an opinion 
piece that looks at both sides of 
Daylight Saving Time

670L—6 pack 9780736296038
790L—6 pack 9780736296045
920L—6 pack 9780736296052
990L—6 pack 9780736296069

Connections to Nature

The book shows how two 
people—past and present—have 
had their own connection to 
nature in the Sierra Nevada.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “John’s 
Rambles”—a history article that 
gives an account of John Muir’s 
first trek in the High Sierras of 
California in the 1880s

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Wiffle Chicken’s 
Hike”—a personal narrative of one 
hiker’s journey along the John Muir 
Trail

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “The Zones of 
Yosemite”—a reference article 
about plants and animals in 5 
zones of elevation in Yosemite 
National Park

750L—6 pack 9780736296076
860L—6 pack 9780736296083
940L—6 pack 9780736296090
1010L—6 pack 9780736296106

Speak Out

This book focuses on the power 
of communication—the written 
word and the spoken word.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Getting the Word 
Out”—a social studies article about 
methods of communication across 
many eras

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “The Power of 
Speech”—a history article about 
speeches that have made history

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “How to Plan a 
Presentation”—a how-to article 
about how to plan an effective 
presentation

750L—6 pack 9780736296113
830L—6 pack 9780736296120
910L—6 pack 9780736296137
980L—6 pack 9780736296144



Grade 5COMMON CORE RE ADERS

Watery World

This book explores the watery 
worlds of two very different and 
amazing sea creatures.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Creatures of the 
Deep”—a science article about 
whales and the octopuses

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Sea Warrior”—a 
fantasy about the misadventures 
of a young octopus

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Charlie’s 
Dream”—a fantasy linked to one 
boy’s anticipated whale watching 
trip

730L—6 pack 9780736296151
800L—6 pack 9780736296168
900L—6 pack 9780736296175
980L—6 pack 9780736296182

The Old West

The focus of this book is the Old 
West—both real and legendary.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Home on the 
Range”—a look at the lyrics of this 
well-known western song

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Cowboy 
History”—a social studies article 
about the history of the cowboy

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Annie Oakley and 
the Wild West Show”—historical 
fiction in a graphic story format 
that tells about the life of Annie 
Oakley and her rise to stardom in 
Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West show

630L—6 pack 9780736296199
780L—6 pack 9780736296205
890L—6 pack 9780736296212
980L—6 pack 9780736296229

Transformers

This book explores the concept of 
transformation—how small and 
large communities can find ways 
to repair, repurpose, and artistically 
craft something beautiful and new 
out of the old.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “The Quilters of 
Gee’s Bend”—a social studies 
article that looks at how 
generations of women in Gee’s 
Bend created original quilting 
styles using recycled materials 
and transformed the tradition of 
quilting

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Sock 
Monkeys!”—a how-to article on 
transforming an ordinary pair of 
socks into an adorable stuffed 
animal

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Urban 
Transformations”—a social studies 
article that looks at urban design 
projects in the cities of Seoul, 
South Korea and New York City 
that turned undesirable and 
abandoned areas into beautiful, 
park-like community settings

700L—6 pack 9780736296236
790L—6 pack 9780736296243
890L—6 pack 9780736296250
990L—6 pack 9780736296267

Moving into the Future

This book offers a look at 
transportation history, leads the 
reader to the most innovative 
transportation developments of 
today, and playfully considers what 
the future may be like.

S E L E C T I O N  1 :  “Cars of the Future 
Are Here!”—a science article that 
examines 5 differently-engineered 
cars and their sources for fuel or 
energy

S E L E C T I O N  2 :  “Moving Across, 
Below, and Up”—a social studies 
article that takes a look at 
transportation history and the 
most innovative vehicles for land, 
water, and air travel.

S E L E C T I O N  3 :  “Zipping 
Around”—a play set far into the 
future where kids find an old box 
of parts to a vehicle they’ve never 
before encountered

780L—6 pack 9780736296274
830L—6 pack 9780736296281
920L—6 pack 9780736296298
1000L—6 pack 9780736296304



National Geographic Ladders Bookroom Grades 3–5
Classroom Set for Grades 3–5 6 copies of each title/reading level/grade, 576 books total, plus 3 Teacher’s Guides 9780736294430 $3,060.00

Single-Copy Set for Grades 3–5 1 copy of each title/reading level/grade, 96 books total 9780736294447 $570.00

National Geographic Ladders Sets Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5
Classroom Set 6 copies of each title, 192 books total, plus Teacher’s Guide 9780736294454 9780736295079 9780736295697 $1,080.00

Single-Copy Set 1 of each title/reading level, 32 books total 9780736294461 9780736295086 9780736295703 $200.00

eBook Single Copy Set the on-level eBook for each title 9781285822075 9781285822082 9781285822099 $50.00

Single Copy eBook + Print 1 copy each of 8 on-level titles plus 1 eBook each of 8 on-level titles;  
Grade 5 contains 1 copy each of 16 on-level titles plus 1 eBook each of 16 on-level titles

9781285822105 9781285822112 9781285822129 $80.00

Spanish Classroom Set 6 copies of each title, 48 books total 9781305161214 9781305161221 9781305161238 $300.00

Spanish eBook Single Copy Set the on-level eBook of each title 9781305161276 9781305161283 9781305161290 $50.00
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National Geographic Ladders Science Bookroom Grades 3–5
Classroom Set for Grades 3–5 6 copies of each title / reading level, 648 books total 9781285824055 $3,442.50

Single-Copy Set for Grades 3–5 1 copy of each title / reading level, 108 books total 9781285824062 $641.25

National Geographic Ladders Science Sets Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5
Classroom Set  6 copies of each title /reading level, 216 books total 9781285824079 9781285824710 9781285825359 $1,215.00

Single-Copy Set 1 of each title / reading level, 36 books total 9781285824086 9781285824727 9781285825366 $213.75

Single-Copy eBook Set (On-Level)  1 of each on-level title, 12 eBooks total 9781285824130 9781285824772 9781285825410 $75.00

Single-Copy Set and Single-Copy eBook Set (On-Level)  1 of each on-level title, 12 books and 12 eBooks total 9781285824147 9781285824789 9781285825427 $120.00

Life Science Classroom Set 6 copies each of 4 titles / reading levels, 72 books total 9781285824178 9781285824819 9781285825458 $450.00

Earth Science Classroom Set 6 copies each of 4 titles / reading levels, 72 books total 9781285824192 9781285824833 9781285825472 $450.00

Physical Science Classroom Set 6 copies each of 4 titles / reading levels, 72 books total 9781285824215 9781285824857 9781285825496 $450.00
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National Geographic Ladders Social Studies Grade 3
Classroom Set  6 copies of each title / reading level, 162 books total 9781285822150 $911.25

Single-Copy Set and Single Copy eBook Set (On-Level) 1 of each on-level title, 9 books and 9 ebooks total 9781285822228 $90.00

Single-Copy Set  1 of each title / reading level, 27 books total 9781285822167 $160.25

Single-Copy eBook Set (On-Level) 1 of each on-level title, 9 ebooks total 9781285822211 $56.25

National Geographic Ladders Social Studies Grade 4
Classroom Set  6 copies of each title / reading level, 252 books total 9781285822655 $1,417.50

Single-Copy Set and Single-Copy eBook Set (On-Level)  1 of each on-level title, 14 books and 14 ebooks total 9781285822723 $140.00

Native Americans Classroom Set 6 copies each of 4 titles / reading levels, 72 books total 9781285822754 $450.00

Single-Copy Set  1 of each title / reading level, 42 books total 9781285822662 $249.50

Single-Copy eBook Set (On-Level) 1 of each on-level title, 14 ebooks total 9781285822716 $87.50

Native Americans Single-Copy Set 1 of each title / reading level, 12 books total 9781285822761 $75.00

National Geographic Ladders Social Studies Grade 5
Classroom Set  6 copies of each title / reading level, 234 books total 9781285823379 $1,316.25

Single-Copy Set and Single-Copy eBook Set (On-Level)  1 of each on-level title, 13 books and 13 ebooks total 9781285823447 $130.00

Single-Copy Set 1 of each title / reading level, 39 books total 9781285823386 $231.50

Single-Copy eBook Set (On-Level) 1 of each on-level title, 13 ebooks total 9781285823430 $81.25
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ORDERING OPTIONS
For more options, contact your representative. 

Digital catalog:  NGL.Cengage.com/catalogs

NGL.Cengage.com/Ladders 
888-915-3276


