
In a league of their own!
Authentic, award-winning literary and informational 
texts that students will want to read and reread

With National Geographic Learning Leveled Libraries students will:
•  Encounter a variety of complex texts to develop reading and language 
•  Read classics, modern and classroom favorites
•  Develop content knowledge through a mix of literary and  
 informational texts connected to National Geographic content

National Geographic Learning K–6 Leveled Libraries



Thematic Connection
Music and Dance

Song and Dance Man
by Karen Ackerman

ab o v e le v el  780L

The Last Dance
by Carmen Agra Deedy

o n l ev el  AD580L

Build Comprehension
•	 Form	Generalizations	 How do you know that Bessie and 

Ninny are best friends? (Possible responses: They spend their 
whole lives together. They are happiest when they are together. 
They love each other.)

•	 Explain	 Why is dancing important to Bessie and Ninny? (Possible 
response: Dancing is a way of keeping people’s memories alive 
and celebrating life.) 

Writing	Options
•	 Poem	 Have students write a poem that tells about the story of 

Bessie and Ninny. Remind students that poems can rhyme, but 
they do not have to. 

•	 Friendly	Letter	 Have students write a letter from Bessie 
to Ninny when he is away in the war. Encourage students to 
include things Bessie has done and plans for what they will do 
together when Ninny comes home. 

•	 Journal	Entry	 Invite students to write about someone they 
love, telling why this person is special, what they do together, 
and how being with the person makes them feel.

Build Comprehension
•	 Character’s	Feelings	 How do you think Grandpa felt about 

sharing his vaudeville act with his grandchildren? Explain. (Possible 
responses: It made him happy because they were having as 
much fun as he was. He was glad he could make them happy 
with his act.) 

•	 Explain	 What does Grandpa do to make it seem like a real 
vaudeville performance? (Possible response: He aims the lamp 
like a spotlight and unpacks costumes for everyone to wear.)

Writing	Options
•	 Character	Sketch	 Have students make a list of words that 

describe Grandpa and then use their list to write a character 
sketch for him. 

•	 Interview	Questions	 Have students write five questions 
they would like to ask Grandpa about his time as a vaudeville 
performer. Then have them share their questions with a partner 
and write answers for their questions.

•	 Journal	Entry	 Invite students to write about an act they 
would like to perform for an audience.

Connect	Across	Texts AFTER READING  Form heterogeneous groups, and have each member of the group summarize his or her 
book. Then have groups use Practice	Master	SG6.7 to guide discussion. 

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.7

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

Connect Across Texts
Share the story words with your group. Then take notes as you 
listen to each summary.

Gabriella’s Song

The Jazz Fly

The Last Dance

Song and Dance Man

Compare and contrast the books you have read. Discuss these 
questions with your group.

1.	 How do the books show how music and dance can be a part 
of everyday life?

2.	 When you think about your book, what is something that you 
see in your mind?

3.	 Big Question  How do the books show how we can preserve 
our traditions with music and dance? 

SG6.7

AFTER READING

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.6

AFTER READING

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

Song and Dance Man
Review the story words with your group. Then 
discuss these questions together.

1.	 Describe	Setting	 What does Grandpa do to 
make the attic seem like a different place?

2.	 Classify	Details	 Use these questions and the notes on your 
details web to explain what Song and Dance Man is about and 
to talk about details in the story.
•	What is a song and dance man? Why is Grandpa called a song and 

dance man?

•	What are some of the things Grandpa does in his performance? 

How can you tell how the children feel about his performance? 

•	What are some of the things Grandpa wears or uses to make his 

performance seem real?

3.	 Visualize	 Picture yourself in the attic with Grandpa and the 
children. Describe what it is like.

4.	 Big Question 	 Generalize What does Grandpa do to keep his 
traditions alive?

Story	Words

aim
echo
except
steep
wrap

SG6.6

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.5

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

The Last Dance
Review the story words with your group. Then 
discuss these questions together.

1.	 Describe	Setting	 How do the time and place 
change throughout the story?

2.	 Classify	Details	 Use these questions and the notes on your 
details web to explain what The Last Dance is about and to 
talk about details in the story.
•	What are the three things that every human being has a right to?

•	Where are some of the places Ninny and Bessie dance? How do 

you know dancing is important to them?

•	When and how do Bessie and Ninny share stories? What do they 

share stories about?

3.	 Visualize	 Picture Bessie as she waits for Ninny to return from 
the war. Describe how she looks and what she is doing.

4.	 Big Question 	 Generalize How do Bessie and Ninny keep their 
traditions alive through the years of their friendship?

Story	Words

bargain
beyond	
exhausted
pale
stumble

SG6.5

AFTER READING

Week	1	| Days 2–5	 SG9
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ON LEVEL ABOVE LEVEL

Week 1 Teaching Resources
Fiction

Build Comprehension
•	 Goal	and	Outcome	 Why does the fly use the other animals’ 

sounds in his solo? (Possible response: He wants to do something 
new and different so that the Jazz Bugs can keep their jobs.) 
How did it turn out? (Possible response: Everyone loved the music 
he made.)

•	 Character’s	Motivation	 Why does the fly decide to pick up 
his animal friends in a limo each day? (Possible responses: so he 
won’t get lost on his way to the jazz club; so he won’t forget 
how to make good music with his band)

Writing	Options
•	 Sequel	 Have students write what happens next to the fly. 

Have them use the rhythms of the language in the book to 
inspire their writing. 

•	 Interview	Questions	 Have students write three questions 
they would like to ask the fly about his music. Then have them 
share their questions with a partner.

•	 Journal	Entry	 Have students write about a musical 
instrument they would like to learn how to play and tell why.

Build Comprehension
•	 Identify	Problem	and	Solution	 What problem does the 

composer have? How does Gabriella’s song help him? (Possible 
response: He can’t think of a tune for his symphony. He hears 
Gabriella’s song and uses it to write his symphony.)

•	 Make	Comparisons	 How do the baker and the widow feel 
about Gabriella’s song? (Possible response: The song makes the 
baker happy, but it reminds the widow of long ago and makes 
her sad.)

Writing	Options
•	 Song	Review	 Have students think of a song they like and 

write a review of the song, explaining why they like it and how it 
makes them feel.

•	 Email	 Have students write an email to a friend telling about 
what happens in the book.

•	 Journal	Entry	 Invite students to write about a time music 
made them feel better. Music can include music they listen to on 
the radio, as well as songs they sing, an instrument they play, or 
an instrument someone else plays.

Check	&	Reteach
Ask students to classify details from each book. 
If students have difficulty classifying details, refer them to their details webs. Ask: What is the topic of your book? What are 
some of the categories for this topic? What are some details for these categories?

The Jazz Fly
by Matthew Gollub

bel o w l ev el  AD480L

Gabriella’s Song
by Candace Fleming

bel o w  l ev el  400L

after reading

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.4

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

The Jazz Fly
Review the story words with your group. Then 
discuss these questions together.

1.	 Describe	Setting	 What can you tell about the 
setting in The Jazz Fly?

2.	 Classify	Details	 Use these questions and the notes on your 
details web to explain what The Jazz Fly is about and to talk 
about details in the story.
•	What type of music does the fly play? 

•	What type of animals does the fly meet on his way to the club? 

How do they help him create music?

•	What else does the jazz fly need to make his music? 

Give examples.

3.	 Visualize	 If you were in the jazz club listening to the Jazz 
Bugs play, what do you think you would see and hear? 
Imagine your picture, and then tell about it.

4. Big Question 	 Generalize How does the jazz fly keep the 
tradition of jazz music alive? How does he make it new?

Story	Words

beyond
grumble
recall
stroll
swarm

SG6.4

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.3

after reading

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

Gabriella’s Song
Review the story words with your group. Then 
discuss these questions together.

1.	 Describe	Setting	 How does the city of Venice 
help Gabriella to sing her song?

2.	 Classify	Details	 Use these questions and the notes on your 
details web to explain what Gabriella’s Song is about and to 
talk about details in the story.
•	What does Gabriella create from the sounds around her?

•	What are some sounds Gabriella hears as she walks through the 

streets of Venice?

•	Who are some people who hear Gabriella? How do they all hear 

the same thing in different ways?

3.	 Visualize	 Reread pages 8–13. What words help you to 
visualize what life is like in Venice?

4. Big Question 	 Generalize How do the traditions of Venice 
come to life with Gabriella’s song?

Story	Words

audience
brilliant
dash
melody
sway

SG6.3

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.2

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

Use your details web to tell a partner about the book.  

	 Details	Web	

Classify Details
Take notes on this details web to help you group together similar 
ideas from your book.

Details

Category Category

Category

Topic

Details

Details

SG6.2

during reading

SG8	 Unit	6
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BELOW LEVEL BELOW LEVEL

Teaching Resources
FictionWeek 1

bel o w l ev el  AD480L

The Jazz Fly
by Matthew Gollub

Content Connection: 
Jazz 

Animal Fantasy  |  Pages: 32  |  Lexile: AD480L  |  GR: M

pRogRam ResouRces

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page SG28

Practice Master SG6.2, page SG29

Practice Master SG6.4, page SG31

Practice Master SG6.7, page SG34

suggesTed pacing

DAY 2 Introduce and read pages 4–18

DAY 3 Read pages 19–31 and discuss

DAY 4 Reteach or conduct intervention

DAY 5 Connect across texts

Summary A fly, dressed in a tuxedo, is on his way to play in  
a jazz concert. He asks different animals how to get to town, but  
no one understands his jazzy language. When he finally arrives,  
he performs a jazz solo made up of the sounds of all the animals  
he had met on his way to the club, to the delight of all the bugs  
in the audience. 

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: Have you ever had a 
difficult time understanding someone? What are some things you did 
to understand each other? (Possible responses: I was patient, asked 
the person to repeat what he said, used hand gestures.)

Build Background Explain that jazz is a style of music that 
developed in the early 1900s. In jazz, the performer interprets 
the music, playing it in his or her own style, rather than following 
a composer’s guidelines. Swinging and shortened rhythms, 
improvisation, and quoting other melodies during solos are other 
characteristics of jazz music.

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

beyond, page 25 grumble, page 15 recall, page 25 

stroll, page 15 swarm, page 29 

pRogRam ResouRces

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page SG28

Practice Master SG6.2, page SG29

Practice Master SG6.3, page SG30

Practice Master SG6.7, page SG34

suggesTed pacing

DAY 2 Introduce and read pages 7–21

DAY 3 Read pages 22–36 and discuss

DAY 4 Reteach or conduct intervention

DAY 5 Connect across texts

Summary Gabriella lives in Venice. She hears music 
everywhere. One day, she sings a melody. The baker hears it and 
happily sings it himself. The widow hears him, but the melody 
makes her sad. When the gondolier hears the widow, he thinks it is 
a love song. Soon, everyone is singing Gabriella’s song. A composer 
creates a symphony based on the melody. When everyone hears 
the symphony, they trace the melody back to Gabriella, who takes 
a bow.

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: What kind of music do you 
like? How does the music make you feel?

Build Background Explain that a symphony is music 
performed by an orchestra. An orchestra is a large musical group 
made up mostly of stringed instruments, such as violins and cellos. 
The person who writes the music for a symphony is a composer. 
Mozart and Beethoven are examples of two famous composers.

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

audience, page 31 brilliant, page 23 dash, page 27

melody, page 10 sway, page 24 

objecTives 
Thematic Connection: Music and Dance
 Read and Comprehend Literature

 Classify Details

 Visualize

bel o w l ev el  400L

Gabriella’s Song
by Candace Fleming

Content Connection: 
Symphony 

Realistic Fiction  |  Pages: 40  |  Lexile: 400L  |  GR: L

SG6 Unit 6
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BELOW LEVEL BELOW LEVEL

Thematic Connection
Music and Dance

ab o v e le v el  780L

Song and Dance Man
by Karen Ackerman

Content Connection: 
Vaudeville 

Realistic Fiction  |  Pages: 32  |  Lexile: 780L  |  GR: R

o n l ev el  AD580L

The Last Dance
by Carmen Agra Deedy

Content Connection: 
Dance 

Realistic Fiction  |  Pages: 32  |  Lexile: AD580L  |  GR: N

program resources

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page 28

Practice Master SG6.2, page 29

Practice Master SG6.5, page 32

Practice Master SG6.7, page 34

suggested pacing

DAY 2  Introduce and read pages 1–17

DAY 3  Read pages 18–32 

DAY 4  Reread and discuss

DAY 5  Connect across texts

Summary As children, best friends Bessie and Ninny leave their 
homes by moonlight to go dance at Ninny’s grandfather’s grave. 
When they are older, the two marry. Ninny goes to war. Bessie waits 
for him to return and dance with her. When Bessie is an old woman, 
she goes to the graveyard alone to dance on Ninny’s grave.

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: What is something you do 
often with your best friend? What do you enjoy about it? 

Build Background Explain that the Normandy invasion, also 
known as D-Day, took place on June 6, 1944. It played an important 
role in ending World War II. That day, nearly 160,000 Allied troops 
landed on the beaches of Normandy, France. More than 9,000 
troops were killed, but 100,000 other soldiers continued on across 
Europe to defeat Hitler and the Nazis.

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

bargain, page 15 beyond, page 9 exhausted, page 14 

pale, page 9 stumble, page 29 

program resources

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page 28

Practice Master SG6.2, page 29

Practice Master SG6.6, page 33

Practice Master SG6.7, page 34

suggested pacing

DAY 2  Introduce and read pages 4–17

DAY 3  Read pages 18–31

DAY 4  Reread and discuss

DAY 5  Connect across texts

Summary When the grandkids visit, Grandpa takes them to the 
attic and delights them with his old vaudeville routine. He dances, 
sings, tells jokes, and does magic tricks. The kids dress up and take 
part in the performance. When the show is over, Grandpa packs up 
his old trunk again.

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: What is a performance you 
have seen? Tell about it.

Build Background Explain that vaudeville was a form of 
performance that started after the Civil War and continued into the 
1900s. A performance was made up of a variety of acts, including 
comedy, music, dancers, acrobats, and animal acts. Vaudeville 
was one of the first types of performances that crossed racial and 
cultural lines and showed the diversity of American culture. 

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

aim, page 14 echo, page 18 except, page 24 

steep, page 8 wrap, page 28

common core standards

Reading
Read and Comprehend Literature  CC.3.Rlit.10

Writing
Write Over Shorter Time for Specific Tasks CC.3.W.10

Speaking and Listening
Draw on Preparation to Explore Ideas  CC.3.SL.1.a

Language and Vocabulary
Use Knowledge of Language  CC.3.L.3

Acquire and Use Academic Words  CC.3.L.6

Week 1 | Days 2–5 SG7
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ABOVE LEVELON LEVEL

Leveled Libraries include National Geographic and literary texts that will engage students 
and foster the love of reading. 

Lesson Plans for every title are available in print and online.

Grade # of titles 2 Below Below On Above Lexile Range Additional Information

K 94 • • • GR: A–F 3 titles/levels per week

1 128 • • • • BR–600L 16 titles/4 levels per unit

2 128 • • • • BR–710L 16 titles/4 levels per unit

3 122 • • • • 300L–860L 4 titles/levels per week; longer  
trade books span two weeks

4 104 • • • • 420L–1190L 4 titles/levels per week; longer  
trade books span two weeks

5 107 • • • • 510L–1200L 4 titles/levels per week; longer  
trade books span two weeks

6 98 • • • • 670L–1210L 4 titles/levels per week; longer  
trade books span two weeks

NGL.Cengage.com

Hundreds of titles for grades K–6 range in reading levels from  
BR Lexile to 1210 Lexile to ensure all students have access to engaging texts. 

•  Authentic literature develops critical thinking and deepens content knowledge.  

•  Theme-based libraries ensure that all students are making connections about the   
 same grade-appropriate, motivating content (4-week units). 

Grade 3, Unit 6, Week 1 Fiction Titles Theme: Preserving Culture

Grade 3, Unit 3, Week 3 Nonfiction Titles Theme: Plant Diversity

Content Connection

Selection Summary Extended Vocabulary

Lexile and Guided reading levels

Comprehension Instruction Writing

Check and Reteach

2–Below Level On Level

Teaching Resources
FictionWeek 1

bel o w l ev el  AD480L

The Jazz Fly
by Matthew Gollub

Content Connection: 
Jazz 

Animal Fantasy  |  Pages: 32  |  Lexile: AD480L  |  GR: M

pRogRam ResouRces

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page SG28

Practice Master SG6.2, page SG29

Practice Master SG6.4, page SG31

Practice Master SG6.7, page SG34

suggesTed pacing

DAY 2 Introduce and read pages 4–18

DAY 3 Read pages 19–31 and discuss

DAY 4 Reteach or conduct intervention

DAY 5 Connect across texts

Summary A fly, dressed in a tuxedo, is on his way to play in  
a jazz concert. He asks different animals how to get to town, but  
no one understands his jazzy language. When he finally arrives,  
he performs a jazz solo made up of the sounds of all the animals  
he had met on his way to the club, to the delight of all the bugs  
in the audience. 

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: Have you ever had a 
difficult time understanding someone? What are some things you did 
to understand each other? (Possible responses: I was patient, asked 
the person to repeat what he said, used hand gestures.)

Build Background Explain that jazz is a style of music that 
developed in the early 1900s. In jazz, the performer interprets 
the music, playing it in his or her own style, rather than following 
a composer’s guidelines. Swinging and shortened rhythms, 
improvisation, and quoting other melodies during solos are other 
characteristics of jazz music.

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

beyond, page 25 grumble, page 15 recall, page 25 

stroll, page 15 swarm, page 29 

pRogRam ResouRces

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page SG28

Practice Master SG6.2, page SG29

Practice Master SG6.3, page SG30

Practice Master SG6.7, page SG34

suggesTed pacing

DAY 2 Introduce and read pages 7–21

DAY 3 Read pages 22–36 and discuss

DAY 4 Reteach or conduct intervention

DAY 5 Connect across texts

Summary Gabriella lives in Venice. She hears music 
everywhere. One day, she sings a melody. The baker hears it and 
happily sings it himself. The widow hears him, but the melody 
makes her sad. When the gondolier hears the widow, he thinks it is 
a love song. Soon, everyone is singing Gabriella’s song. A composer 
creates a symphony based on the melody. When everyone hears 
the symphony, they trace the melody back to Gabriella, who takes 
a bow.

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: What kind of music do you 
like? How does the music make you feel?

Build Background Explain that a symphony is music 
performed by an orchestra. An orchestra is a large musical group 
made up mostly of stringed instruments, such as violins and cellos. 
The person who writes the music for a symphony is a composer. 
Mozart and Beethoven are examples of two famous composers.

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

audience, page 31 brilliant, page 23 dash, page 27

melody, page 10 sway, page 24 

objecTives 
Thematic Connection: Music and Dance
 Read and Comprehend Literature

 Classify Details

 Visualize

bel o w l ev el  400L

Gabriella’s Song
by Candace Fleming

Content Connection: 
Symphony 

Realistic Fiction  |  Pages: 40  |  Lexile: 400L  |  GR: L

SG6 Unit 6
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Teaching Resources
FictionWeek 1

bel o w l ev el  AD480L

The Jazz Fly
by Matthew Gollub

Content Connection: 
Jazz 

Animal Fantasy  |  Pages: 32  |  Lexile: AD480L  |  GR: M

pRogRam ResouRces

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page SG28

Practice Master SG6.2, page SG29

Practice Master SG6.4, page SG31

Practice Master SG6.7, page SG34

suggesTed pacing

DAY 2 Introduce and read pages 4–18

DAY 3 Read pages 19–31 and discuss

DAY 4 Reteach or conduct intervention

DAY 5 Connect across texts

Summary A fly, dressed in a tuxedo, is on his way to play in  
a jazz concert. He asks different animals how to get to town, but  
no one understands his jazzy language. When he finally arrives,  
he performs a jazz solo made up of the sounds of all the animals  
he had met on his way to the club, to the delight of all the bugs  
in the audience. 

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: Have you ever had a 
difficult time understanding someone? What are some things you did 
to understand each other? (Possible responses: I was patient, asked 
the person to repeat what he said, used hand gestures.)

Build Background Explain that jazz is a style of music that 
developed in the early 1900s. In jazz, the performer interprets 
the music, playing it in his or her own style, rather than following 
a composer’s guidelines. Swinging and shortened rhythms, 
improvisation, and quoting other melodies during solos are other 
characteristics of jazz music.

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

beyond, page 25 grumble, page 15 recall, page 25 

stroll, page 15 swarm, page 29 

pRogRam ResouRces

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page SG28

Practice Master SG6.2, page SG29

Practice Master SG6.3, page SG30

Practice Master SG6.7, page SG34

suggesTed pacing

DAY 2 Introduce and read pages 7–21

DAY 3 Read pages 22–36 and discuss

DAY 4 Reteach or conduct intervention

DAY 5 Connect across texts

Summary Gabriella lives in Venice. She hears music 
everywhere. One day, she sings a melody. The baker hears it and 
happily sings it himself. The widow hears him, but the melody 
makes her sad. When the gondolier hears the widow, he thinks it is 
a love song. Soon, everyone is singing Gabriella’s song. A composer 
creates a symphony based on the melody. When everyone hears 
the symphony, they trace the melody back to Gabriella, who takes 
a bow.

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: What kind of music do you 
like? How does the music make you feel?

Build Background Explain that a symphony is music 
performed by an orchestra. An orchestra is a large musical group 
made up mostly of stringed instruments, such as violins and cellos. 
The person who writes the music for a symphony is a composer. 
Mozart and Beethoven are examples of two famous composers.

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

audience, page 31 brilliant, page 23 dash, page 27

melody, page 10 sway, page 24 

objecTives 
Thematic Connection: Music and Dance
 Read and Comprehend Literature

 Classify Details

 Visualize

bel o w l ev el  400L

Gabriella’s Song
by Candace Fleming

Content Connection: 
Symphony 

Realistic Fiction  |  Pages: 40  |  Lexile: 400L  |  GR: L

SG6 Unit 6
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Teaching Resources
FictionWeek 1

bel o w l ev el  AD480L

The Jazz Fly
by Matthew Gollub

Content Connection: 
Jazz 

Animal Fantasy  |  Pages: 32  |  Lexile: AD480L  |  GR: M

pRogRam ResouRces

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page SG28

Practice Master SG6.2, page SG29

Practice Master SG6.4, page SG31

Practice Master SG6.7, page SG34

suggesTed pacing

DAY 2 Introduce and read pages 4–18

DAY 3 Read pages 19–31 and discuss

DAY 4 Reteach or conduct intervention

DAY 5 Connect across texts

Summary A fly, dressed in a tuxedo, is on his way to play in  
a jazz concert. He asks different animals how to get to town, but  
no one understands his jazzy language. When he finally arrives,  
he performs a jazz solo made up of the sounds of all the animals  
he had met on his way to the club, to the delight of all the bugs  
in the audience. 

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: Have you ever had a 
difficult time understanding someone? What are some things you did 
to understand each other? (Possible responses: I was patient, asked 
the person to repeat what he said, used hand gestures.)

Build Background Explain that jazz is a style of music that 
developed in the early 1900s. In jazz, the performer interprets 
the music, playing it in his or her own style, rather than following 
a composer’s guidelines. Swinging and shortened rhythms, 
improvisation, and quoting other melodies during solos are other 
characteristics of jazz music.

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

beyond, page 25 grumble, page 15 recall, page 25 

stroll, page 15 swarm, page 29 

pRogRam ResouRces

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page SG28

Practice Master SG6.2, page SG29

Practice Master SG6.3, page SG30

Practice Master SG6.7, page SG34

suggesTed pacing

DAY 2 Introduce and read pages 7–21

DAY 3 Read pages 22–36 and discuss

DAY 4 Reteach or conduct intervention

DAY 5 Connect across texts

Summary Gabriella lives in Venice. She hears music 
everywhere. One day, she sings a melody. The baker hears it and 
happily sings it himself. The widow hears him, but the melody 
makes her sad. When the gondolier hears the widow, he thinks it is 
a love song. Soon, everyone is singing Gabriella’s song. A composer 
creates a symphony based on the melody. When everyone hears 
the symphony, they trace the melody back to Gabriella, who takes 
a bow.

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: What kind of music do you 
like? How does the music make you feel?

Build Background Explain that a symphony is music 
performed by an orchestra. An orchestra is a large musical group 
made up mostly of stringed instruments, such as violins and cellos. 
The person who writes the music for a symphony is a composer. 
Mozart and Beethoven are examples of two famous composers.

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

audience, page 31 brilliant, page 23 dash, page 27

melody, page 10 sway, page 24 

objecTives 
Thematic Connection: Music and Dance
 Read and Comprehend Literature

 Classify Details

 Visualize

bel o w l ev el  400L

Gabriella’s Song
by Candace Fleming

Content Connection: 
Symphony 

Realistic Fiction  |  Pages: 40  |  Lexile: 400L  |  GR: L
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Thematic Connection
Music and Dance

ab o v e le v el  780L

Song and Dance Man
by Karen Ackerman

Content Connection: 
Vaudeville 

Realistic Fiction  |  Pages: 32  |  Lexile: 780L  |  GR: R

o n l ev el  AD580L

The Last Dance
by Carmen Agra Deedy

Content Connection: 
Dance 

Realistic Fiction  |  Pages: 32  |  Lexile: AD580L  |  GR: N

program resources

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page 28

Practice Master SG6.2, page 29

Practice Master SG6.5, page 32

Practice Master SG6.7, page 34

suggested pacing

DAY 2  Introduce and read pages 1–17

DAY 3  Read pages 18–32 

DAY 4  Reread and discuss

DAY 5  Connect across texts

Summary As children, best friends Bessie and Ninny leave their 
homes by moonlight to go dance at Ninny’s grandfather’s grave. 
When they are older, the two marry. Ninny goes to war. Bessie waits 
for him to return and dance with her. When Bessie is an old woman, 
she goes to the graveyard alone to dance on Ninny’s grave.

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: What is something you do 
often with your best friend? What do you enjoy about it? 

Build Background Explain that the Normandy invasion, also 
known as D-Day, took place on June 6, 1944. It played an important 
role in ending World War II. That day, nearly 160,000 Allied troops 
landed on the beaches of Normandy, France. More than 9,000 
troops were killed, but 100,000 other soldiers continued on across 
Europe to defeat Hitler and the Nazis.

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

bargain, page 15 beyond, page 9 exhausted, page 14 

pale, page 9 stumble, page 29 

program resources

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page 28

Practice Master SG6.2, page 29

Practice Master SG6.6, page 33

Practice Master SG6.7, page 34

suggested pacing

DAY 2  Introduce and read pages 4–17

DAY 3  Read pages 18–31

DAY 4  Reread and discuss

DAY 5  Connect across texts

Summary When the grandkids visit, Grandpa takes them to the 
attic and delights them with his old vaudeville routine. He dances, 
sings, tells jokes, and does magic tricks. The kids dress up and take 
part in the performance. When the show is over, Grandpa packs up 
his old trunk again.

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: What is a performance you 
have seen? Tell about it.

Build Background Explain that vaudeville was a form of 
performance that started after the Civil War and continued into the 
1900s. A performance was made up of a variety of acts, including 
comedy, music, dancers, acrobats, and animal acts. Vaudeville 
was one of the first types of performances that crossed racial and 
cultural lines and showed the diversity of American culture. 

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

aim, page 14 echo, page 18 except, page 24 

steep, page 8 wrap, page 28

common core standards

Reading
Read and Comprehend Literature  CC.3.Rlit.10

Writing
Write Over Shorter Time for Specific Tasks CC.3.W.10

Speaking and Listening
Draw on Preparation to Explore Ideas  CC.3.SL.1.a

Language and Vocabulary
Use Knowledge of Language  CC.3.L.3

Acquire and Use Academic Words  CC.3.L.6

Week 1 | Days 2–5 SG7
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Thematic Connection
Music and Dance

ab o v e le v el  780L

Song and Dance Man
by Karen Ackerman

Content Connection: 
Vaudeville 

Realistic Fiction  |  Pages: 32  |  Lexile: 780L  |  GR: R

o n l ev el  AD580L

The Last Dance
by Carmen Agra Deedy

Content Connection: 
Dance 

Realistic Fiction  |  Pages: 32  |  Lexile: AD580L  |  GR: N

program resources

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page 28

Practice Master SG6.2, page 29

Practice Master SG6.5, page 32

Practice Master SG6.7, page 34

suggested pacing

DAY 2  Introduce and read pages 1–17

DAY 3  Read pages 18–32 

DAY 4  Reread and discuss

DAY 5  Connect across texts

Summary As children, best friends Bessie and Ninny leave their 
homes by moonlight to go dance at Ninny’s grandfather’s grave. 
When they are older, the two marry. Ninny goes to war. Bessie waits 
for him to return and dance with her. When Bessie is an old woman, 
she goes to the graveyard alone to dance on Ninny’s grave.

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: What is something you do 
often with your best friend? What do you enjoy about it? 

Build Background Explain that the Normandy invasion, also 
known as D-Day, took place on June 6, 1944. It played an important 
role in ending World War II. That day, nearly 160,000 Allied troops 
landed on the beaches of Normandy, France. More than 9,000 
troops were killed, but 100,000 other soldiers continued on across 
Europe to defeat Hitler and the Nazis.

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

bargain, page 15 beyond, page 9 exhausted, page 14 

pale, page 9 stumble, page 29 

program resources

print & technology  

Practice Master SG6.1, page 28

Practice Master SG6.2, page 29

Practice Master SG6.6, page 33

Practice Master SG6.7, page 34

suggested pacing

DAY 2  Introduce and read pages 4–17

DAY 3  Read pages 18–31

DAY 4  Reread and discuss

DAY 5  Connect across texts

Summary When the grandkids visit, Grandpa takes them to the 
attic and delights them with his old vaudeville routine. He dances, 
sings, tells jokes, and does magic tricks. The kids dress up and take 
part in the performance. When the show is over, Grandpa packs up 
his old trunk again.

Activate Prior Knowledge Ask: What is a performance you 
have seen? Tell about it.

Build Background Explain that vaudeville was a form of 
performance that started after the Civil War and continued into the 
1900s. A performance was made up of a variety of acts, including 
comedy, music, dancers, acrobats, and animal acts. Vaudeville 
was one of the first types of performances that crossed racial and 
cultural lines and showed the diversity of American culture. 

Story Words Use Practice Master SG6.1 to extend vocabulary.

aim, page 14 echo, page 18 except, page 24 

steep, page 8 wrap, page 28

common core standards

Reading
Read and Comprehend Literature  CC.3.Rlit.10

Writing
Write Over Shorter Time for Specific Tasks CC.3.W.10

Speaking and Listening
Draw on Preparation to Explore Ideas  CC.3.SL.1.a

Language and Vocabulary
Use Knowledge of Language  CC.3.L.3

Acquire and Use Academic Words  CC.3.L.6

Week 1 | Days 2–5 SG7
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Week 1 Teaching Resources
Fiction

Build Comprehension
•	 Goal	and	Outcome	 Why does the fly use the other animals’ 

sounds in his solo? (Possible response: He wants to do something 
new and different so that the Jazz Bugs can keep their jobs.) 
How did it turn out? (Possible response: Everyone loved the music 
he made.)

•	 Character’s	Motivation	 Why does the fly decide to pick up 
his animal friends in a limo each day? (Possible responses: so he 
won’t get lost on his way to the jazz club; so he won’t forget 
how to make good music with his band)

Writing	Options
•	 Sequel	 Have students write what happens next to the fly. 

Have them use the rhythms of the language in the book to 
inspire their writing. 

•	 Interview	Questions	 Have students write three questions 
they would like to ask the fly about his music. Then have them 
share their questions with a partner.

•	 Journal	Entry	 Have students write about a musical 
instrument they would like to learn how to play and tell why.

Build Comprehension
•	 Identify	Problem	and	Solution	 What problem does the 

composer have? How does Gabriella’s song help him? (Possible 
response: He can’t think of a tune for his symphony. He hears 
Gabriella’s song and uses it to write his symphony.)

•	 Make	Comparisons	 How do the baker and the widow feel 
about Gabriella’s song? (Possible response: The song makes the 
baker happy, but it reminds the widow of long ago and makes 
her sad.)

Writing	Options
•	 Song	Review	 Have students think of a song they like and 

write a review of the song, explaining why they like it and how it 
makes them feel.

•	 Email	 Have students write an email to a friend telling about 
what happens in the book.

•	 Journal	Entry	 Invite students to write about a time music 
made them feel better. Music can include music they listen to on 
the radio, as well as songs they sing, an instrument they play, or 
an instrument someone else plays.

Check	&	Reteach
Ask students to classify details from each book. 
If students have difficulty classifying details, refer them to their details webs. Ask: What is the topic of your book? What are 
some of the categories for this topic? What are some details for these categories?

The Jazz Fly
by Matthew Gollub

bel o w l ev el  AD480L

Gabriella’s Song
by Candace Fleming

bel o w  l ev el  400L

after reading

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.4

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

The Jazz Fly
Review the story words with your group. Then 
discuss these questions together.

1.	 Describe	Setting	 What can you tell about the 
setting in The Jazz Fly?

2.	 Classify	Details	 Use these questions and the notes on your 
details web to explain what The Jazz Fly is about and to talk 
about details in the story.
•	What type of music does the fly play? 

•	What type of animals does the fly meet on his way to the club? 

How do they help him create music?

•	What else does the jazz fly need to make his music? 

Give examples.

3.	 Visualize	 If you were in the jazz club listening to the Jazz 
Bugs play, what do you think you would see and hear? 
Imagine your picture, and then tell about it.

4. Big Question 	 Generalize How does the jazz fly keep the 
tradition of jazz music alive? How does he make it new?

Story	Words

beyond
grumble
recall
stroll
swarm

SG6.4

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.3

after reading

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

Gabriella’s Song
Review the story words with your group. Then 
discuss these questions together.

1.	 Describe	Setting	 How does the city of Venice 
help Gabriella to sing her song?

2.	 Classify	Details	 Use these questions and the notes on your 
details web to explain what Gabriella’s Song is about and to 
talk about details in the story.
•	What does Gabriella create from the sounds around her?

•	What are some sounds Gabriella hears as she walks through the 

streets of Venice?

•	Who are some people who hear Gabriella? How do they all hear 

the same thing in different ways?

3.	 Visualize	 Reread pages 8–13. What words help you to 
visualize what life is like in Venice?

4. Big Question 	 Generalize How do the traditions of Venice 
come to life with Gabriella’s song?

Story	Words

audience
brilliant
dash
melody
sway

SG6.3

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.2

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

Use your details web to tell a partner about the book.  

	 Details	Web	

Classify Details
Take notes on this details web to help you group together similar 
ideas from your book.

Details

Category Category

Category

Topic

Details

Details

SG6.2

during reading

SG8	 Unit	6
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Week 1 Teaching Resources
Fiction

Build Comprehension
•	 Goal	and	Outcome	 Why does the fly use the other animals’ 

sounds in his solo? (Possible response: He wants to do something 
new and different so that the Jazz Bugs can keep their jobs.) 
How did it turn out? (Possible response: Everyone loved the music 
he made.)

•	 Character’s	Motivation	 Why does the fly decide to pick up 
his animal friends in a limo each day? (Possible responses: so he 
won’t get lost on his way to the jazz club; so he won’t forget 
how to make good music with his band)

Writing	Options
•	 Sequel	 Have students write what happens next to the fly. 

Have them use the rhythms of the language in the book to 
inspire their writing. 

•	 Interview	Questions	 Have students write three questions 
they would like to ask the fly about his music. Then have them 
share their questions with a partner.

•	 Journal	Entry	 Have students write about a musical 
instrument they would like to learn how to play and tell why.

Build Comprehension
•	 Identify	Problem	and	Solution	 What problem does the 

composer have? How does Gabriella’s song help him? (Possible 
response: He can’t think of a tune for his symphony. He hears 
Gabriella’s song and uses it to write his symphony.)

•	 Make	Comparisons	 How do the baker and the widow feel 
about Gabriella’s song? (Possible response: The song makes the 
baker happy, but it reminds the widow of long ago and makes 
her sad.)

Writing	Options
•	 Song	Review	 Have students think of a song they like and 

write a review of the song, explaining why they like it and how it 
makes them feel.

•	 Email	 Have students write an email to a friend telling about 
what happens in the book.

•	 Journal	Entry	 Invite students to write about a time music 
made them feel better. Music can include music they listen to on 
the radio, as well as songs they sing, an instrument they play, or 
an instrument someone else plays.

Check	&	Reteach
Ask students to classify details from each book. 
If students have difficulty classifying details, refer them to their details webs. Ask: What is the topic of your book? What are 
some of the categories for this topic? What are some details for these categories?

The Jazz Fly
by Matthew Gollub

bel o w l ev el  AD480L

Gabriella’s Song
by Candace Fleming

bel o w  l ev el  400L

after reading

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.4

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

The Jazz Fly
Review the story words with your group. Then 
discuss these questions together.

1.	 Describe	Setting	 What can you tell about the 
setting in The Jazz Fly?

2.	 Classify	Details	 Use these questions and the notes on your 
details web to explain what The Jazz Fly is about and to talk 
about details in the story.
•	What type of music does the fly play? 

•	What type of animals does the fly meet on his way to the club? 

How do they help him create music?

•	What else does the jazz fly need to make his music? 

Give examples.

3.	 Visualize	 If you were in the jazz club listening to the Jazz 
Bugs play, what do you think you would see and hear? 
Imagine your picture, and then tell about it.

4. Big Question 	 Generalize How does the jazz fly keep the 
tradition of jazz music alive? How does he make it new?

Story	Words

beyond
grumble
recall
stroll
swarm

SG6.4

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.3

after reading

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

Gabriella’s Song
Review the story words with your group. Then 
discuss these questions together.

1.	 Describe	Setting	 How does the city of Venice 
help Gabriella to sing her song?

2.	 Classify	Details	 Use these questions and the notes on your 
details web to explain what Gabriella’s Song is about and to 
talk about details in the story.
•	What does Gabriella create from the sounds around her?

•	What are some sounds Gabriella hears as she walks through the 

streets of Venice?

•	Who are some people who hear Gabriella? How do they all hear 

the same thing in different ways?

3.	 Visualize	 Reread pages 8–13. What words help you to 
visualize what life is like in Venice?

4. Big Question 	 Generalize How do the traditions of Venice 
come to life with Gabriella’s song?

Story	Words

audience
brilliant
dash
melody
sway

SG6.3

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.2

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

Use your details web to tell a partner about the book.  

	 Details	Web	

Classify Details
Take notes on this details web to help you group together similar 
ideas from your book.

Details

Category Category

Category

Topic

Details

Details

SG6.2

during reading

SG8	 Unit	6
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Thematic Connection
Music and Dance

Song and Dance Man
by Karen Ackerman

ab o v e le v el  780L

The Last Dance
by Carmen Agra Deedy

o n l ev el  AD580L

Build Comprehension
•	 Form	Generalizations	 How do you know that Bessie and 

Ninny are best friends? (Possible responses: They spend their 
whole lives together. They are happiest when they are together. 
They love each other.)

•	 Explain	 Why is dancing important to Bessie and Ninny? (Possible 
response: Dancing is a way of keeping people’s memories alive 
and celebrating life.) 

Writing	Options
•	 Poem	 Have students write a poem that tells about the story of 

Bessie and Ninny. Remind students that poems can rhyme, but 
they do not have to. 

•	 Friendly	Letter	 Have students write a letter from Bessie 
to Ninny when he is away in the war. Encourage students to 
include things Bessie has done and plans for what they will do 
together when Ninny comes home. 

•	 Journal	Entry	 Invite students to write about someone they 
love, telling why this person is special, what they do together, 
and how being with the person makes them feel.

Build Comprehension
•	 Character’s	Feelings	 How do you think Grandpa felt about 

sharing his vaudeville act with his grandchildren? Explain. (Possible 
responses: It made him happy because they were having as 
much fun as he was. He was glad he could make them happy 
with his act.) 

•	 Explain	 What does Grandpa do to make it seem like a real 
vaudeville performance? (Possible response: He aims the lamp 
like a spotlight and unpacks costumes for everyone to wear.)

Writing	Options
•	 Character	Sketch	 Have students make a list of words that 

describe Grandpa and then use their list to write a character 
sketch for him. 

•	 Interview	Questions	 Have students write five questions 
they would like to ask Grandpa about his time as a vaudeville 
performer. Then have them share their questions with a partner 
and write answers for their questions.

•	 Journal	Entry	 Invite students to write about an act they 
would like to perform for an audience.

Connect	Across	Texts AFTER READING  Form heterogeneous groups, and have each member of the group summarize his or her 
book. Then have groups use Practice	Master	SG6.7 to guide discussion. 

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.7

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

Connect Across Texts
Share the story words with your group. Then take notes as you 
listen to each summary.

Gabriella’s Song

The Jazz Fly

The Last Dance

Song and Dance Man

Compare and contrast the books you have read. Discuss these 
questions with your group.

1.	 How do the books show how music and dance can be a part 
of everyday life?

2.	 When you think about your book, what is something that you 
see in your mind?

3.	 Big Question  How do the books show how we can preserve 
our traditions with music and dance? 

SG6.7

AFTER READING

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.6

AFTER READING

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

Song and Dance Man
Review the story words with your group. Then 
discuss these questions together.

1.	 Describe	Setting	 What does Grandpa do to 
make the attic seem like a different place?

2.	 Classify	Details	 Use these questions and the notes on your 
details web to explain what Song and Dance Man is about and 
to talk about details in the story.
•	What is a song and dance man? Why is Grandpa called a song and 

dance man?

•	What are some of the things Grandpa does in his performance? 

How can you tell how the children feel about his performance? 

•	What are some of the things Grandpa wears or uses to make his 

performance seem real?

3.	 Visualize	 Picture yourself in the attic with Grandpa and the 
children. Describe what it is like.

4.	 Big Question 	 Generalize What does Grandpa do to keep his 
traditions alive?

Story	Words

aim
echo
except
steep
wrap

SG6.6

NGReach.com  Practice Master SG6.5

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name   Date  

For use with TE pp. SG6–SG9  Unit	6 | From Past to Present

	 Discussion	Guide	

The Last Dance
Review the story words with your group. Then 
discuss these questions together.

1.	 Describe	Setting	 How do the time and place 
change throughout the story?

2.	 Classify	Details	 Use these questions and the notes on your 
details web to explain what The Last Dance is about and to 
talk about details in the story.
•	What are the three things that every human being has a right to?

•	Where are some of the places Ninny and Bessie dance? How do 

you know dancing is important to them?

•	When and how do Bessie and Ninny share stories? What do they 

share stories about?

3.	 Visualize	 Picture Bessie as she waits for Ninny to return from 
the war. Describe how she looks and what she is doing.

4.	 Big Question 	 Generalize How do Bessie and Ninny keep their 
traditions alive through the years of their friendship?

Story	Words

bargain
beyond	
exhausted
pale
stumble

SG6.5

AFTER READING

Week	1	| Days 2–5	 SG9
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Meaningful Practice

1–Below Level Above Level

2–Below Level On Level1–Below Level Above Level
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The Leveled Libraries provide engaging texts that will:
•  Prepare students for accessing complex, authentic texts worth reading
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 and increase reading comprehension
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