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English in Action, Second Edition Overview2

Students learn better and are more motivated when 

they can put English into action!

The second edition of English in Action provides learners

with competency-based support for building language, life,

and work skills in real world settings. Learners are

engaged as workers, family members, and citizens through

a communicative, practical, and active approach. 

NEW “Word Builder” activities provide additional
vocabulary practice and help students to achieve a deeper
understanding of the target words.

NEW “Word Partnerships” provide students
with frequent collocations to promote fluency. 

SECOND EDITION

Barbara H. Foley and Elizabeth R. Neblett

What’s new and updated in the second edition?

English in Action

UPDATED “Working Together” activities
build learner persistence and workplace skills through
cooperative tasks, enhancing the classroom community.

Workplace
Readiness!

Everything students need to

transition from
the ESL classroom to the 

world beyond.
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Fun
English in Action is filled with fun and exciting content and activities which
motivate students to master the skills presented.

Engaging
English in Action empowers students and promotes learner persistence
through dynamic, communicative activities, helping to build confidence in
and out of the classroom.

Action-packed
English in Action encourages learners to communicate and participate in a
lively learning process that offers interactive technology options,
providing various avenues to learning.

NEW “Sharing Our Stories” exercises have been added
to the “Writing Our Stories” sections to encourage
students to read and talk about each other's writing.

“English in Action is a
well-balanced, modern
ELL textbook.” 

Mark Labinski 
Fox Valley Technical College, WI

NEW “English in Action” sections practice the everyday skills students need
to interact and solve problems in the real world.



Student Books: fully revised and updated texts include the vocabulary,
grammar, listening & speaking, reading, and writing activities that help students gain
the language skills they need both in and out of the classroom. Each classroom-tested
unit will help students interact as students, citizens, family members, and workers.

Workbooks: reinforce and review the vocabulary, grammar
and skills introduced in the student books through a variety of
activity types. Each workbook contains an Audio CD with the
listening activities from the workbook.

Interactive CD-ROMs: feature fun activities that
motivate learners and practice the language and skills taught 
in the student books. 

Audio CDs: contain all listening activities from the student books. 

English in Action, Second Edition Overview4

Complete English in Action, Second Edition package includes             

Student Support

English in Action prepares your students to be successful students,            

Lifeskills Academic Skills  
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            everything necessary for teachers to facilitate learning.

Teacher’s Guides include:

• Teaching suggestions for every activity in the student books 

• “More Action!” sections that provide teachers with ideas for lively in-class activities

• “Teaching Tips” that offer additional ways to expand the student book activities

Assessment CD-ROMs with ExamView®: allow
teachers to create and customize tests and quizzes quickly and
easily.

Presentation Tools on CD-ROM: include student
book resources for teachers to use in class to present and
practice language and skills in the series. These can be used in
the classroom with an interactive whiteboard or with a
computer and data projector.

“I like the variety of ways that I, as a
teacher, can use the activities in a
chapter.” 

Jennifer Newman-Cornell
College of Southern Nevada, NV

                  citizens, and workers!

 Workplace Skills

Teacher Support



Teaching Tips for using English in Action, Second Edition in the classroom6

The Picture
Dictionary
1. Listen & Repeat & Point: The

students listen to the CD (or the
teacher), and repeat the words.
Then, the teacher reads the words
while students point to the
corresponding pictures in their
books.

2. Categorize: The students (as a
class or in groups) put the words
into categories (e.g. public
transportation/private
transportation; expensive/
inexpensive; fast/slow).

3. Extend the Vocabulary: The
teacher elicits from the students
more words not found in the book.
Students form sentences with the
words in the Word Partnerships box.

4. Ask Questions: The teacher asks
questions about the vocabulary
words (e.g. Do you prefer ____ or
____? How do you get to class?).

5. Paired Spelling: One student
reads a word aloud (with book
open); the partner spells it (with
book closed).

6. Bingo: The teacher tells the
students to write down any five
words from the picture dictionary.
The teacher then randomly reads
the words aloud. The first student
to have all of his/her words read
aloud wins.

7. Word Builder: Students complete
the Word Builder activities using
the Dictionary page(s).

Practicing Grammar 
1. Review the Charts: The students

look at the charts and discuss the
new grammar. The teacher asks
the students to form new
sentences.

2. Activity Completion: After
completing written activities,
students compare answers with a
partner and repeat the sentences
orally.

3. Working Together: The teacher
asks two or more students to
model new Working Together
activities so that students are
comfortable with the task. When
forming groups, include students
with different language
backgrounds and abilities. 

4. Dictations: Four or more students
go to the board. The teacher (or
students) dictate sentences from
the unit for the students to write.

5. Write a Conversation: Students
use the theme of the unit to write
and act out new conversations
about the topic.

6. Find Examples: The teacher
encourages the students to find
examples of the grammar in their
jobs or in the community.

7. Workbook: For additional
practice, the teacher directs the
students to complete
accompanying exercises in the
Workbook.

From 
the Authors!
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The Big Picture 
1. Vocabulary Activities:

a. The students find 10 vocabulary
words in the picture. The
teacher writes them on the
board.

b. The students sit in groups and
label any 15 objects in the
picture.

c. The teacher asks the students
to find 10 actions taking place in
the picture.

2. Questions: The teacher asks
questions about the picture (e.g.
What is Elena doing? What is Harry
wearing? How many passengers are
getting on the bus?).

3. Listen to the Story: The teacher
plays the CD or reads the story
several times.

4. Label the People: The students
write the names on the correct
person.

5. Retell the Story: The students
retell any part of the story they
remember.

6. Exercises: The students do the
exercises in the book. Before
completing an exercise, direct the
student to read the sentences or
questions first, then, replay the CD. 

7. Write a Story or Dialog: As a 
class or in groups, the students
write a story or dialog about 
The Big Picture.

Reading 
1. Discuss: The class discusses the

topic of the reading.

2. Vocabulary: Choose three or four
new vocabulary words for the
students to learn. Discuss the
meanings. Ask the students to
write the new words in their
notebooks.

3. Silent Reading: The students read
the story silently. They underline
and ask about any new words. 

4. Listen to the Reading: The teacher
reads the story as the students
follow along silently.

5. Retell the Information: The
teacher reads the story again. After
each paragraph, students retell the
information in their own words.

6. Comprehension Activities:
Students complete the
comprehension activity after the
reading and compare their answers
with a partner.

7. Sharing Opinions: Students share
their opinions about the reading
and their personal experiences
related to the topic.

Writing Our Stories 
1. Read the Model Story: The

students read the story silently, or
the teacher reads it aloud.

2. Discuss the Organization: The
class talks about the organization
of the story. The students find
details and examples in the story.

3. Writing: Each student writes
his/her own story, using the 
model story as an example.
Students use the questions or
completion activities to help them
write their stories.

4. Sharing Our Stories: Students
exchange stories with a partner and
complete the shared information in
their textbooks.

5. Editing: The teacher collects the
student stories and selects
individual sentences to use as an
editing exercise. Students find and
correct the mistakes. 

6. Rewriting: Based on partner
comments, editing, and teacher
input, each student rewrites his/her
story.

7. Portfolios: Students should keep
individual folders of all their
stories.

SECOND EDITION
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English in Action



Full unit from English in Action, Second Edition Student Book (Level 1, Unit 9). Download the rest of the Test-Drive 8



kit, including Teacher’s Guide pages, Workbook pages, as well as audio at NGL.Cengage.com/englishinaction 9



Full unit from English in Action, Second Edition Student Book (Level 1, Unit 9). Download the rest of the Test-Drive 10



kit, including Teacher’s Guide pages, Workbook pages, as well as audio at NGL.Cengage.com/englishinaction 11



Full unit from English in Action, Second Edition Student Book (Level 1, Unit 9). Download the rest of the Test-Drive 12



kit, including Teacher’s Guide pages, Workbook pages, as well as audio at NGL.Cengage.com/englishinaction 13



Full unit from English in Action, Second Edition Student Book (Level 1, Unit 9). Download the rest of the Test-Drive 14



kit, including Teacher’s Guide pages, Workbook pages, as well as audio at NGL.Cengage.com/englishinaction 15



Full unit from English in Action, Second Edition Student Book (Level 1, Unit 9). Download the rest of the Test-Drive 16



kit, including Teacher’s Guide pages, Workbook pages, as well as audio at NGL.Cengage.com/englishinaction 17



Full unit from English in Action, Second Edition Student Book (Level 1, Unit 9). Download the rest of the Test-Drive 18



kit, including Teacher’s Guide pages, Workbook pages, as well as audio at NGL.Cengage.com/englishinaction 19



Full unit from English in Action, Second Edition Student Book (Level 1, Unit 9). Download the rest of the Test-Drive 20



kit, including Teacher’s Guide pages, Workbook pages, as well as audio at NGL.Cengage.com/englishinaction 21



Sample pages from English in Action, Second Edition Teacher’s Guide (Level 1, Unit 9). Download the rest of the kit,22



including complete Teacher’s Guide pages, Workbook pages, and audio at elt.heinle.com/englishinaction 23



9/
10

For more information, visit us
at NGL.Cengage.com, contact
your local representative, 
or call 877-633-3375.

The perfect complement to English in Action, Second Edition: The Heinle Picture Dictionary.

Level 1
Student Book 978-1-4240-4990-5
Workbook with Audio CD 978-1-111-00565-8
Interactive CD-ROM 978-1-4266-3415-4
Student Book/Interactive CD-ROM Pkg. 978-1-111-62674-7
Student Book/Workbook/Interactive CD-ROM Pkg. 978-1-111-62675-4
Teacher’s Guide 978-1-4240-8497-5
Audio CD 978-1-4240-8501-9
Assessment CD-ROM with ExamView® 978-1-111-00164-3
Presentation Tool 978-1-111-00561-0
Student Book/Workbook Pkg. 978-1-111-22717-3

Level 2
Student Book 978-1-4240-4991-2
Workbook with Audio CD 978-1-111-00564-1
Interactive CD-ROM 978-1-4266-3416-1
Student Book/Interactive CD-ROM Pkg. 978-1-111-62676-1
Student Book/Workbook/Interactive CD-ROM Pkg. 978-1-111-62677-8
Teacher’s Guide 978-1-4240-8498-2
Audio CD 978-1-4240-8502-6
Assessment CD-ROM with ExamView® 978-1-111-00166-7
Presentation Tool 978-1-111-05779-4
Student Book/Workbook Pkg. 978-1-111-22738-8

Level 3
Student Book 978-1-4240-4992-9
Workbook with Audio CD 978-1-111-00563-4
Interactive CD-ROM 978-1-4266-3417-8
Student Book/Interactive CD-ROM Pkg. 978-1-111-62679-2
Student Book/Workbook/Interactive CD-ROM Pkg. 978-1-111-62680-8
Teacher’s Guide 978-1-4240-8499-9
Audio CD 978-1-4240-8503-3
Assessment CD-ROM with ExamView® 978-1-111-00167-4
Presentation Tool 978-1-111-00560-3
Student Book/Workbook Pkg. 978-1-111-22743-2

Level 4
Student Book 978-1-4240-4993-6
Workbook with Audio CD 978-1-111-00562-7
Interactive CD-ROM 978-1-4266-3418-5
Student Book/Interactive CD-ROM Pkg. 978-1-111-62681-5
Student Book/Workbook/Interactive CD-ROM Pkg. 978-1-111-62678-5
Teacher’s Guide 978-1-4240-8500-2
Audio CD 978-1-4240-8504-0
Assessment CD-ROM with ExamView® 978-1-111-00165-0
Presentation Tool 978-1-111-00559-7
Student Book/Workbook Pkg. 978-1-111-22746-3

Visit NGL.Cengage.com/hpd for more information.

The Heinle Picture Dictionary
A picture is worth 4,000 words!

• 4,000 words taught in context

• Features a Lesson Planner with Activity Bank and Classroom Presentation Tool CD-ROM

• Bilingual editions also available

English in Action, Second Edition has everything you need…

Also features: 

The Heinle Picture Dictionary Interactive CD-ROM (HPDI)!

The HPDI has many engaging and fun activities including:

• Pronunciation practice

• Voice recording capabilities

• Vocabulary Flash Cards

• And more!

For valuable information on pricing, previous editions, changes to current editions and alternate formats, 
please visit elt.heinle.com (search by ISBN, author, title or keyword).


